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HH now doctor of mines

INSPIRATIONAL 
NOTE

INSIDE

FOREIGN/9

LAWYER and lecturer Arnold 
Kaluba has been elected as 
Law Association of Zambia 
(LAZ) president, after 
pledging to foster unity and 
a member-centred leadership 
during campaigns.

The new Kaluba-led LAZ 
council was ushered in 
following the successful 
conclusion of the 2026 
annual general meeting and 
elections held in Livingstone 
on Saturday.

Mr Kaluba, who replaces 
Lungisani Zulu, pledges to 
continue strengthening LAZ, 
empowering its members, 
and advancing the legal 
profession in Zambia.

The Rhodes scholar and 
managing partner at Arnold 
Kaluba and Associates was 
successfully elected after 
polling over 1,000 votes.

During campaigns ahead 
of the general assembly, 
Mr Kaluba had pledged to 

strengthen the council’s 
leadership through unity of 
purpose.

Mr Kaluba will be 
deputised by Sonia 
Shamwana, the newly 
elected vice-president.

Misozi Masengu takes 
up the role of honorary 
secretary, while Womba 
Kankondo continues as 
honorary treasurer.

The newly elected 
council members are 
Mehluli Batakathi, Limose 
Tembo-Tindi, Francis Daka, 
Mulenga Sholomo, Mary 
Mwansa, Tifwepo Musukwa, 
Kennedy Mambwe, John 
Ngisi, Chibeleka Nkobali, 
Timmy Munalula, Makesa 
Kalifungwa and Njavwa 
Sinkamba.

The newly elected council 
members were announced 
in a statement issued by LAZ.

CHOMBA MUSIKA 
Lusaka

Arnold Kaluba heads LAZ
THE National Road Fund 
Agency (NRFA) has 
introduced mobile money 
payment options to provide 
motorists with a flexible and 
convenient way of settling 
fees at toll gates operated by 
the agency countrywide.

The initiative is part of the 
digital transformation aimed 
at speeding up transactions 
and reducing cash-related 
risks.

In a statement yesterday, 
NRFA public relations 
manager Alphonsius 
Hamachila said the digital 
payment system will operate 
alongside existing traditional 
payment methods like E-toll 
card and cash.

Motorists will now have 
three easy and accessible 
ways to settle toll charges, 
helping to reduce localised 
congestion, improve traffic 
flow and enhance overall 
customer convenience.

Mr Hamachila, however, 
said the payment initiative 
will not be applicable at 
public-private partnership 
(PPP)-operated toll gates.

And NRFA information 
and communications 
technology (ICT) manager 
Mumba Mubili said adoption 
of mobile money is part 
of the agency’s ongoing 
digital transformation 
agenda aimed at making toll 
payments more efficient and 
user-friendly.

He said NRFA is 
committed to leveraging 
technology to modernise toll 
operations and strengthen 
revenue collection for the 
construction, rehabilitation 
and maintenance of the 
national road network.

Several motorists have 
described the new payment 
mode as secure and faster.

CHOMBA MUSIKA
Lusaka

MWAKA LENGALENGA
Lusaka 

SPECIAL Assistant to the President for 
Finance and Investment Jito Kayumba 
has called on men to actively support and 
mentor women aspiring to leadership 
roles, highlighting the importance of 
inclusive decision-making.

Speaking during the When Females 
Lead (WFL) fundraising gala dinner, Mr 
Kayumba said women continue to play 
a critical role in governance and national 
development. 

“As men, we will be there as allies to 
mentor and support you. You can count 
on us, not only in my current role, but 
even when I return to the private sector, 

every endeavour I am involved in will 
have a significant presence of women,” 
he said.

Mr Kayumba highlighted efforts by 
President Hakainde Hichilema to promote 
inclusivity, noting progress in appointing 
women to key positions, such as vice-
president and speaker of the National 
Assembly.

Mr Kayumba acknowledged that 
barriers to women’s advancement 
still exist but stressed his personal 
commitment to ensuring women are 
included in leadership spaces. 

He said ongoing constitutional 
reforms would further increase women’s 
participation at the national level.

Continues on page 3

‘Don’t 
use phone 
while 
answering 
call of 
nature’

Jito urges men to hold up ladder for women “BE BOLD, 
be brave 

enough to 
be your true 

self.”
QUEEN 

LATIFAH 

Story on 
page 3

HH rallies party for Aug 13
CHOMBA MUSIKA
Lusaka 

PRESIDENT 
Hakainde 
Hichilema says he 
is humbled by his 
party’s decision 
to have him as 

the presidential candidate in the 
August 13 general election. 

This was after he went 
through unopposed during 
nominations at the UPND 
secretariat – Anderson Kambela 
Mazoka – in Lusaka yesterday. 

Mr Hichilema said the 
nomination is a collective 
victory for the party and the 
people of Zambia, who he 
pledged to tirelessly work 
for in an effort to better their 
livelihoods.

“…the nominations closed 
and this fellow speaking here 

has been nominated unopposed 
and I am so grateful. I am truly 
humbled for this gesture and I 
can only thank God for guiding 
us through the intra-party 
elections,” Mr Hichilema, who 
was received by hundreds of 
UPND sympathisers, said amid 
applause.

The President, accompanied 
by First Lady Mutinta, was 
received to a thunderous 
welcome by scores of UPND 
members, who chanted ‘Salt 
saana!’ 

“The multitudes that have 
come outside there are a 
humbling indication that the 
people of Zambia are agreed 
that the UPND is their vehicle 
to deliver development, to 
deliver buyantanshi, to deliver 
chitukuko, to deliver bukomo,” 
the President said.

Continues on page 3

Successfully files as UPND presidential candidate

MATHEWS MALAZIKA
Lusaka

UNITED Party for National 
Development (UPND) deputy 
secretary-general Gertrude 
Imenda says President Hakainde 
Hichilema is the party’s brand 
and asset, which the organisation 
is proud of.

Speaking at the party 
secretariat yesterday, where 
Mr Hichilema went through 
unopposed as the party’s 
president and candidate in the 
general election, Ms Imenda said 
Mr Hichilema is the UPND’s 
registered trademark, as well as a 
cure for corruption and economic 
mismanagement.

The UPND will hold 
its general conference this 
Wednesday.

She said President Hichilema 
is a fulfilment of the UPND’s 
political journey and a product of 

citizens’ collective efforts.
Ms Imenda said those who 

want to challenge President 
Hichilema should be strong, and 
called on citizens to give him 
massive votes on August 13.

And party vice-president 
Mutale Nalumango said 
the President went through 
unopposed because he is the 
right person for the UPND and 
the country as a whole.

Mrs Nalumango, who is 
republican Vice-President, said 
Mr Hichilema has positively 
transformed the country’s 
economy.

“I’m happy and proud of 
you. I believe in you that 
this economy will never go 
backwards.”

Mrs Nalumango said she 
believes that President Hichilema 
will do greater things for Zambia 
if he is re-elected in August.

Continues on page 3

HH our brand, 
asset – UPND

PRESIDENT Hakainde Hichilema with Central Province United Party for National Development (UPND) chairperson Mwabashike Nkulukusa 
(right) after filing his nomination in Lusaka yesterday.                                                                                                                         PICTURE: TENSON MKALA

MARY LEMBA
Ndola

PRESIDENT Hakainde 
Hichilema is this Thursday 
expected to reopen the 
US$140 million Zambia-China 
Mulungushi Textiles in Kabwe, 
a landmark development set 
to create over 500 jobs and 
empower over 2,500 cotton 
farmers.

Minister of Commerce, Trade 
and Industry Chipoka Mulenga 
announced the development 
during the ground-breaking 
for the Zambia Petrochemical 
Energy Company Limited 
(ZPEC) refinery in Ndola.

Mr Mulenga said the 
reopening of the textile 
company marks a significant 
milestone in Zambia’s 
industrialisation agenda and 

underscores Government’s 
commitment to job creation and 
economic transformation.

“I wish to invite the 
provincial minister for the 
Copperbelt to note that on 
the 16th of this month, His 
Excellency, the President, 
will launch the reopening of 
Mulungushi Textiles.

“This project represents an 
investment of over US$140 

million, undertaken in 
partnership with our long-
standing and reliable friends, 
the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China,” he said.

Mr Mulenga said the 
revitalisation of the textile 
giant will have far-reaching 
benefits across the value chain.

“Through this initiative, 
more than 2,500 new cotton 
farmers have been engaged, 

supported by dedicated 
extension officers. The 
installation of brand new 
equipment is expected to 
create over 500 jobs, further 
stimulating economic growth 
and empowering local 
communities,” he said.

The giant factory comes 
back to life after two decades 
of dormancy and neglect. 

Continues on page 3

HH to open Mulungushi Textiles Thursday

‘Find way 
through’, 
Starmer 
urges US, 
Iran

Mobile money now at toll gates
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Leadership anchor
of peace
THE peace that we are 

enjoying ahead of 
the elections is not by 
chance. It is the result 

of steady leadership, especially 
from President Hakainde 
Hichilema, whose style of 
governance has promoted 
peace, tolerance and stability. 
This is an example of how 
leadership can shape the future 
of a nation.

As Caroline Katotobwe, 
executive director of Centre 
for Sustainable Democracy 
and Governance (CSDG), 
said, leadership is the key 
factor: when leadership is 
good, calmness follows; when 
leadership is poor, chaos and 
lawlessness take over. This 
truth is clear when we compare 
today’s environment with past 
elections, which were often full 
of disorder and intimidation.

In 2021, elections were 
marked by unruly behaviour, 
especially from ruling party 
supporters. Streets became 
a battlefield. Citizens often 
felt unsafe expressing their 
political views. 

Today, however, the story 
is different. People can wear 
party regalia freely, attend 
rallies without fear, and speak 
openly. This is a result of sound 
leadership.

As Ms Katotobwe said, 
President Hichilema’s 
leadership has been “top-notch” 
because it has restored the rule 
of law. Sanity has returned as a 
pillar of national development. 

Peace is not only about the 
absence of violence; it is about 
justice, fairness, and respect for 
rights. By showing dislike for 
disorder, the President has set 
the tone for a political culture 
that values dialogue over 
confrontation.

Citizens can now participate 
freely in political life without 
harassment. This is the Zambia 
people have long wanted – a 
nation where democracy is not 
just spoken about, but lived.

Election periods are always a 
test for leadership. They show 
whether leaders can manage 
tensions, guide supporters, and 

uphold the law. In this test, 
Zambia’s leadership has shown 
maturity. The calmness we see 
today proves that leadership 
is not about words alone; it is 
about action and consistency.

As Ms Katotobwe said, 
those who try to disrupt peace 
must face the full force of the 
law. Peace must be protected, 
and leadership must remain 
watchful.

As Arthur Muyumba, 
executive director of the 
Southern African Centre for 
the Constructive Resolution 
of Disputes (SACCORD), 
said, this peace the country 
is enjoying reflects citizens’ 
reduced fear of violence 
compared to past elections. 
This is a sign of better 
governance practices. When 
citizens feel safe, they are 
more likely to take part in 
democracy, which strengthens 
elections.

Mr Muyumba also said bad 
practices such as hate speech 
must not be allowed to take 
hold. Leadership must continue 
to guard against such divisive 
behaviour, ensuring elections 
remain a contest of ideas, not 
insults.

The peaceful environment 
also improves Zambia’s image 
abroad. A country that can 
hold elections peacefully earns 
respect and trust from the 
world. Investors, partners and 
neighbours see Zambia as a 
nation that values stability. 
This reputation is built through 
consistent leadership that puts 
peace first.

Peace is the foundation of 
national development. Without 
peace, progress stops. With 
peace, education, health and 
economic growth can thrive. 
Leadership that ensures calm 
elections is leadership that 
opens the door to prosperity.

Zambia is indeed now 
witnessing freedom where 
citizens can express themselves 
without fear. This is leadership 
in action, showing that 
democracy can grow when 
guided by respect for the rule 
of law.

Chinganya leads global 
statistics institute

Musokotwane says election moment of pride for Africa

CHIEFTAINESS Nkhomeshya Mukamambo (foreground) with Minister of Lands Sylvia Masebo 
(standing right), Lusaka Province Minister Sheal Mulyata (left) and other cabinet ministers 
during the convocation ceremony at University of Lusaka (UNILUS) Silverest campus in 
Chongwe on Friday. 	                                                          PICTURE: SYLVIA MASEBO FACEBOOK PAGE

MARY LEMBA
Ndola

ZAMBIA has earned 
global recognition 
after Zambia Statistics 
Agency (ZamStats) 
board chairperson Oliver 
Chinganya got elected 

as president of the International 
Statistical Institute (ISI).
   Dr Chinganya will serve as 
president-elect from next year to 2029 
before assuming the presidency from 
2029 to 2031.
   In a statement yesterday, 
Minister of Finance and National 
Planning Situmbeko Musokotwane 
congratulated Dr Chinganya on the 
achievement, stating that the election 
is a proud moment for Zambia and 
Africa.

“This election is a moment of 
pride not only for Zambia, but for the 

African continent more broadly,” he 
said.

He added: “It speaks to the growing 
weight of African expertise in global 
statistical governance and reflects 
Zambia’s rising contribution to 
evidence-based policy-making, public 
sector leadership and international 
development discourse.”

Dr Musokotwane said the election 
demonstrates the confidence the 
international community has 
in Zambian professionals and 
underscores the country’s growing 
influence in global knowledge 
platforms.

“Dr Chinganya’s election is a 
strong signal of the confidence the 
international community places in 
Zambian professionals. The election 
affirms that Zambia is not only 
participating in global knowledge 
platforms, but increasingly helping to 
shape them,” Dr Musokotwane said.

He said credible statistics are 
indispensable to sound economic 
management, national planning, 
investment promotion and the 
monitoring of development outcomes.

The minister has also congratulated 
other officials and council members 
elected from Canada, the United 
States, Chile, Italy, Brazil, Portugal, 
Taiwan, India and China, noting that 
their selection reflects the international 
and collaborative character of the 
Institute.

Dr Musokotwane expressed 
confidence that Dr Chinganya will 
serve with excellence and continue 
to bring honour to Zambia and 
inspiration to statisticians across 
Africa and beyond.

Dr Chinganya’s distinguished career 
includes serving as chief statistician 
at the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa and holding 
key international advisory roles. CHINGANYA

CHISHALA MUSONDA
Livingstone

MINISTER of Tourism Rodney 
Sikumba says Government 
plans to improve the outlook 
and visitors’ experience around 
the Victoria Falls heritage site, 
while appreciating the surge in 
tourist numbers during the first 
quarter.

Mr Sikumba said plans 
are underway to enhance the 
entire visitors’ journey from 
the outlook tree, a large baobab 
tree with a platform that offers 
tourists a vantage view of the 
falls from about a kilometre 
away.

“People just walk in and walk 
out; that is not supposed to be 
the case. We need to have a 
situation where the information 
centre reflects what visitors 
should anticipate,” he said 
yesterday after getting drenched 
by the waterfall’s spray and 
checking the safety of the 
recently installed barricades at 
the falls.

He said Livingstone’s identity 
must be visible to tourists, the 
media, the community and 
Zambians alike.

The minister said his ministry 
is prioritising safety, hygiene 
and site management following 
the completion of new 
barricades along the viewing 
areas.

“I took the liberty of walking 
through the entire stretch of the 
barricade, and people have to 
appreciate the things we have to 
do,” he said.

Mr Sikumba also thanked 
domestic and international 
visitors to the tourist capital.

“The traffic that we have seen 
in the first quarter of 2026 is 
unprecedented. But that does 
not happen by chance… it is all 
orchestrated, and fortunately 
God has given us rains,” he 
said of the dramatic curtains 
of water that have added to the 
site’s appeal.

Over 10,000 visits to Victoria 
Falls were recorded during the 
Easter holiday.

National Heritage 
Conservation Commission 
executive director Kagosi 
Mwamulowe said the Victoria 
Falls has the largest curtain of 
falling water in the world and 
deserves enhanced conservation 
and presentation.

Farmers welcome maize export
MATHEWS MALAZIKA, 
AMOS KAWISHA
Luampa, Solwezi

STAKEHOLDERS in the 
agriculture sector have welcomed 
Government’s decision to lift 
restrictions on the export of 
maize and mealie meal, with 
a caution to farmers to ensure 
household food security by only 
selling the surplus.
   On Thursday, Government 
lifted restrictions on the export 
of maize and its products to 
strengthen farmer incomes and 
expand market opportunities.
The decision also aims at 
supporting local farmers and 
enhancing economic activity in 

the agriculture sector.
In an interview, National 

Association for Smallholder 
Farmers (NASFA) executive 
director Frank Kayula described 
the decision as a step in the 
right direction, especially that 
the country has enough maize 
in stock.

Professor Kayula further 
cautioned farmers against 
selling their fields to private 
buyers, saying the practice is 
wrong because it undervalues 
the product.

And Zambian Small-scale 
Farmers Network chief 
executive officer Edward 
Nsama said it is important that 
farmers sell their maize to FRA 

to ensure national food security.
Mr Nsama proposed that 

Government put up milling 
plants across the country to cut 
down cartels within commercial 
millers that exploit the State by 
exorbitantly hiking the prices of 
the staple food.

Chief Chibwika of 
Mwinilunga District says lifting 
of the restrictions will improve 
incomes for farmers and 
promote fair market access.

The traditional leader 
emphasised the need for value 
addition, encouraging farmers 
to process their produce into 
finished and semi-finished 
goods like mealie meal and 
peanut butter.

Speaking during the Chibwika 
chiefdom field day hosted 
at Kanyanda farm, he said 
transforming rural economies 
requires deliberate efforts 
to modernise agricultural 
practices, strengthen trade 
systems and attract meaningful 
investment.

Chief Chibwika also urged 
communities to tap into other 
economic opportunities, 
including honey production, by 
leveraging the area’s rich forest 
resources.

He said agriculture remains 
the backbone of the chiefdom’s 
economy, with maize production 
playing a critical role in 
contributing to food security.

Kabwe clergy says unity in diversity critical
CHAMBO NG’UNI   
Kabwe

KABWE Diocese Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
assistant priest John Mutale 
says unity in diversity is 
critical in upholding peace and 
promoting national development.
   Father Mutale says unity is one 
of the marks of true Christianity 

because Jesus emphasises the 
importance of oneness among 
people who follow Him.
   He noted that when people 
of God are united, individuals 
who are not Christians will not 
succeed in separating them.

Fr Mutale said this yesterday 
in a homily during the Divine 
Mercy Sunday.

He said there is no need 

for any individual or group to 
prioritise regionalism above 
national unity, love, peace and 
the mercy of God.

“And when we divide 
ourselves on tribal lines, it 
will be difficult for some of us 
because we will not know where 
we should go,” he said.

“This Fr John who was born 
here in Kabwe, I am partly from 

Northern (Province), partly 
from Eastern (Province), but I 
am Lenje, but if you chase me 
to Eastern Province, they chase 
because I don’t know how to 
speak Chewa.”

Fr Mutale said children of 
God should not be pulling in 
opposite directions or conduct 
themselves in a manner that 
causes division.

“And people will see Christ 
in us if there is unity among 
us, but if there is no unity 
among us, it will be difficult 
for people to know that Jesus 
has risen from the dead because 
Christ has given us the work of 
evangelising and how are we 
going to teach if there is no love 
among us?” he wondered.

Fr Mutale said people who are 

alive should be grateful to God 
because it is at His mercy.

“One finger can’t kill a louse 
and Jesus Christ is also telling 
us that where two of three are 
gathered, I am there.”

Fr Mutale said the resurrection 
of Jesus from the dead should be 
a reminder for individuals who 
believe in Him that there is hope 
and life.

3 die in Kapiri as minibus overturns
CHOMBA MUSIKA 
Lusaka 

THREE people have died while 
15 others sustained serious 
injuries in a road traffic accident 
which happened on the Great 
North Road in Kapiri Mposhi, 
Central Province.
  The mishap happened on 
Saturday in an area called 
Luanshimba when the driver of a 
minibus carrying 18 passengers 
heading to Kabwe veered off the 
road and overturned.

Police spokesperson Godfrey 
Chilabi said in a statement 

yesterday that the incident 
happened around 09:00 hours.

“The accident involved a Nissan 
Caravan minibus registration 
number CAK 4236ZM, a public 
service vehicle driven by Watson 
Sililo, 36, of Lusaka West. 

“The vehicle had 18 passengers 
on board and was extensively 
damaged,” Mr Chilabi said.

He said preliminary 
investigations indicate that the 
accident due to excessive speed, 
which caused the driver to lose 
control of the vehicle. 

“The vehicle veered off the road 
to the right and overturned into a 

drainage,” Mr Chilabi said.
He said three passengers died 

on the spot. 
Police named those who died 

as Elton Mulenga, 38, of Lusaka, 
an unidentified man, and a 
woman whose identity is yet to be 
established.

He said the injured passengers 
comprising five males and 10 
females have been admitted to 
Kapiri Mposhi District Hospital.

The Zambia Police Service 
has urged motorists to exercise 
caution, observe speed limits, and 
adhere to road traffic regulations 
to prevent loss of life.

Victoria 
Falls site 
to get 
facelift - 
Sikumba
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MINISTER of Water 

CHISHALA MUSONDA
Kazungula

MINISTER of 
Health Alex 
Katakwe is 
concerned 
that harmful 
lifestyle 

habits like consuming of fast 
foods, which are synonymous 
with urban areas, are shifting to 
rural places, leading to a hike 
in deaths associated with non-
communicable diseases (NCDs).  

Dr Katakwe is further 
concerned about an emerging 
mental illness crisis, citing 
suicides among workers.

He regrets the rising deaths 

from NCDs in Southern 
Province, blaming it on shifting 
lifestyles, harmful myths and 
shrinking physical activity.

Citing provincial data, Dr 
Katakwe said hypertension cases 
in Kazungula rose from 965 in 
2024 to 1,399 last year, with an 
indication of increases in the 
first quarter of this year. 

This was in a speech read 
for him by Southern Province 
Permanent Secretary Namani 
Monze at the launch of the 
Village Vitality Foundation in 
Mukuni village.

The foundation has taken 
practical steps by training 
30 community volunteers in 
basic hypertension screening 

and equipping them with 
blood pressure machines 
and glucometers for medical 
outreach.

“Diets, we all want to be 
eating fast foods. Even in our 
homes now, we have changed. 
When someone comes back 
from work, all you want is to 
fry,” Dr Katakwe said.

He called for a lifestyle 
change among citizens to 
reverse mortalities associated 
with NCDs.

The minister also noted 
that increased use of tobacco, 
including sniffing of nsunko, 
is being driven by ‘dangerous’ 
beliefs in communities.

 “Mental illness, mental 

disease… these are some of 
the things that are happening 
in Zambia,” he said, urging 
communities to remain 
compassionate and seek care.

VVF co-founder Kabungo 
Katongo said she was motivated 
to take a step to promote 
wellness because of the rising 
cases of deaths linked to NCDs.

Dr Katongo said it is 
regrettable that many people are 
losing their loved ones because 
of NDCs.

She hopes that the trained 
volunteers will help to 
contribute to detecting 
hypertension in people.

“I feel this is a perspective 
that has not been brought out. 

We have younger people now 
who are coming with this 
condition. These are conditions 
we can control. These are 
conditions we can prevent 
and we have come to the 
community,” Dr Katongo said.

Inankwazi, Chief Mukuni’s 
wife and chairperson of the 
VVF queen influencers, said: 
“We are looking at everyone 
because stress comes from every 
angle, we have burnouts, so we 
are trying to see on how we can 
prevent these diseases.”

Other queen influencers 
invited were wives of Senior 
Chief Musokotwane, Chief 
Sandwe, Chief Imwiko and 
Chief Mumbi.  

Communicable diseases now 
among village people

Minister raises concern over harmful lifestyle habits in rural places MATHEWS MALAZIKA
Lusaka

GOVERNANCE experts 
have attributed the prevailing 
peace in the country in the 
run-up to the general election 
in August to steady leadership 
demonstrated by President 
Hakainde Hichilema. 

Centre for Sustainable 
Democracy and Governance 
(CSDG) said it’s not by 
mistake that the country’s 
political atmosphere has 
continued to be characterised 
by peace and calmness during 
an election period.

Speaking in an interview, 
organisation executive director 
Caroline Katotobwe said this 
calmness signals a stabilised 
political environment.

She said this portrays 
Zambia as a thriving 
democracy to the world.   

“Leadership is very 
important. Where you have 
good leadership, you will 
have the calmness [like] what 
we are witnessing today. 
Where there is poor and bad 
leadership, you will experience 
anarchy or high levels of 
lawlessness,” she said.

“Usually, based on the 
past, you would find this 
period characterised by a 
lot of unhealthy political 
behaviour perpetuated mostly 
by supporters from the ruling 
party. In 2021, such a period 

was a time for lawlessness. 
But this time around we are 
not seeing that. Why? Because 
of leadership.”

According to Ms 
Katotobwe, President 
Hichilema’s leadership is top-
notch because he has restored 
the rule of law.

“It is really good to see 
people freely expressing 
themselves and able to 
wear party regalia in public 
places. We are not hearing 
of anyone being harassed or 
victimised. This is the Zambia 
we long yearned for and it is 
unprecedented,” she stated.

Ms Katotobwe is hopeful 
that this political calmness 
and peace will continue, and 
that those who want to cause 
anarchy should face the wrath 
of the law.

And Southern African 
Centre for the Constructive 
Resolution of Disputes 
(SACCORD) executive 
director Arthur Muyumba 
said the prevailing peace 
indicates that citizens feel less 
threatened through political 
violence compared to previous 
electoral cycles.

“Sometimes calmness can 
reflect improved governance 
practices by the ruling party.”

Mr Muyumba said bad 
electoral indicators such 
as hate speech must not be 
allowed to take centre-stage 
during this period.

‘Peace ahead of 
polls speaks of 
good leadership’

HH rallies party for Aug 13
From page 1

He urged UPND members to be 
campaign managers and invite others to 
join the ruling party.

“Everybody is a campaign manager. 
Are young people going out to 
campaign?” he said, as the crowd 
exclaimed, “Yes!”

Mr Hichilema said the UPND remains 
a vehicle for delivering development and 
improving the welfare of citizens through 
programmes like free education and the 
enhanced Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF).

“…no family is not benefiting from 

CDF – K40 million, over years, it will be 
more, as we develop the economy. We are 
here to work for the people of Zambia,” 
Mr Hichilema said.

He also urged Zambians to be wary of 
politicians who had subjected the country 
to hooliganism.

“Reflect how 2021 was, when we 
met as UPND, there would have been 
beatings and tear gas outside there. Today 
we can meet this way, in peace.”

The President also thanked UPND 
Alliance partners for their confidence in 
him.

He further hailed student union 
representatives for their continued 

support and for endorsing him for the 
August 13 general election.

 “I have seen old politicians mocking 
young students. How can you compete 
with young students in politics, abusing 
young people? It means they are reducing 
themselves to the level lower than the 
students. The students are intellectuals.”

Earlier, UPND chairperson for 
elections Likando Mufalali said the 
successful conclusion of the nomination 
process is in line with the party’s 
constitution and electoral guidelines.

He said the president was nominated 
by Luapula Province and supported 
by five others, in line with the party 

constitution.
And the independent commission 

tasked to verify the nomination papers, 
led by Isaac Mwanza, validated Mr 
Hakainde Hichilema’s nomination.

Mr Mwanza said Mr Hichilema is 
fully paid up and has been a continuous 
member of the party since 1998, while 
commending the UPND for practising 
intra-party democracy.

Meanwhile, President Hichilema 
donated K1 million to UPND for party 
operations and mobilisation.

Presidential political advisor Levy 
Ngoma said the donation demonstrates 
Mr Hichilema’s love for the UPND.

HH our brand, asset – UPND
From page 1

And New Nation Party (NNP) 
president Nevers Mumba urged 
citizens not to be misled into 
believing that the Patriotic Front 
(PF) has transformed.

He urged the public not 
to forget the challenges they 
went through under the former 
regime, including the widespread 

lawlessness in the country.
Dr Mumba said President 

Hichilema has demonstrated firm 
leadership for Zambia, which the 
UPND Alliance firmly supports.

UPND Alliance chairperson 
Charles Milupi urged 
sympathisers of the governing 
party not to relax but to garner 
more support for the organisation 
to attain victory in the polls.

“We need 60 to 80 percent of 
the votes. But for that to happen, 
everyone should be a campaign 
manager, and we need to unite,” 
he said.

Democratic Party (DP) 
president Judith Kabemba said 
that under President Hichilema’s 
leadership, Zambia is in safe 
hands.

Ms Kabemba hailed Mr 

Hichilema for introducing free 
education and his zeal to fight 
corruption.

UPND Lusaka Province 
chairperson Obvious Mwaliteta 
said the region will ensure it 
delivers votes for the party.

Mr Mwaliteta also introduced 
former Chongwe Mayor 
Geoffrey Chumbwe, Muchinga 
Ward 28 councillor Lee Mukupa, 

and two other civic leaders who 
defected to the UPND.

UPND Copperbelt Province 
chairperson Elisha Matambo 
said the journey to win the 
forthcoming general election has 
started.

Various university and college 
student unions have also offered 
their continued support to Mr 
Hichilema.

CHAMBO NG’UNI
Kabwe

IT’S a mobile phone, yes, but 
a medical doctor says using 
the gadget while in the toilet is 
unhygienic.

Kabwe Central Province 
medical director Elijah Mutoloki 
noted that there are certain 
unhygienic habits that people 
are engaging in which have the 
potential to negatively affect 
their health, and using a mobile 
phone in the toilet is one of 
them.

Dr Mutoloki said that while 
a mobile phone is an important 
communication tool, if not 
properly handled, it can become 
a source of concern in terms of 
hygiene.

He said in an interview 
yesterday that he always 
advises people against using 
their mobile phones in the toilet 
due to the risk of bacterial 
contamination.

He implored people not to 
compromise their health by 
embracing unhygienic habits 
that have the potential to harm 
them.

He said citizens must also 
not neglect the habit of washing 
their hands or using hand 
sanitisers after using the toilet, 
as such measures are medically 
recommended.

“If possible, even a phone 
should be sanitised because it 
can be a source of infection.”

Meanwhile, Dr Mutoloki said 
people need to keep themselves 

warm to protect against colds 
and flu as the cold season 
approaches.

He said people should keep 
themselves warm, stay well 
hydrated and remain indoors 
as much as possible to fend off 
viral respiratory infections.

He added that it is also 
important to eat plenty of fruits 
and maintain a healthy diet to 
stay in good health.

“We do not need to eat fruits 
only when we are sick; it should 
be a routine. And if we are able, 
we should eat fruits every day as 
much as possible,” he said.

Dr Mutoloki said having a 
balanced diet is important to 
keep the whole body functioning 
well, thus ensuring that a person 
enjoys good health.

‘Don’t use phone while 
answering call of nature’

HH to open 
Mulungushi 
Textiles Thursday

From page 1

Mr Mulenga also said 
Government is working to 
resuscitate pharmaceutical 
manufacturing in Ndola, 
including the revival 
of Gamma and Baxy 
pharmaceuticals, which 
previously produced panadol 
and essential antibiotics.

“We are also working 
tirelessly, under the guidance 
of the President, to ensure 
that the pharmaceutical 
companies that once operated 
here are resuscitated.

 “Very soon, we will 
officially announce 
the reopening of Baxy 
Pharmaceuticals here 
in Ndola, to ensure 

a reliable supply of 
medicines while creating 
employment opportunities 
for pharmacists, chemical 
engineers and other 
professionals,” he added.

Mr Mulenga said Baxy 
Pharmaceuticals, once a 
key manufacturer of vital 
drugs, had been entangled in 
court proceedings for over 
seven years, but is now on 
course for revival following 
a presidential directive 
in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health.

He said the initiatives 
mirror the New Dawn 
administration’s broader 
industrialisation drive aimed 
at building a resilient and 
self-sustaining economy.

Jito urges men to hold up ladder for women
From page 1

He added that achieving 
gender equality requires 
collective effort, noting that 

“moving mountains is not 
something women can do 
alone”.

Mr Kayumba also 
commended WFL for its impact 

in mentorship, career guidance 
and community development. 

He donated K10,000 towards 
the completion of a maternity 
wing in Mwalukanga village in 
Chongwe District.

Standard Chartered Bank 
chief executive officer 
Sonny Zulu commended the 
organisation’s work over the 
past five years, noting that 
women are increasingly stepping 
forward with confidence and 
competence, and no longer 
waiting for permission to lead.

Mr Zulu donated K20,000 
towards the maternity project.

WFL executive director 
for vulnerable communities’ 
pillar Sibeso Mofya said 
the organisation has so far 
reached over 1,000 women and 
impacted 5,000 people across 
24 cohorts under three flagship 
programmes, MentorHer, 
InnovateHer and Women in the 
Boardroom.

“In the last five years of 
WFL’s existence through its 
vulnerable community’s pillar, 
we have also impacted our 
community focusing on SDG, 
education, health and sanitation, 
reaching over 500 vulnerable 
people in Mwalukanga village 
in Chongwe,” she said. 

Ms Mofya said WFL has 
also sponsored 65 vulnerable 
but high-performing girls 
through university under a fully 
funded scholarship programme 
supported by Beautiful World 

Canada.
This year, WFL is working 

on building a maternity ward 
and clinic, with support from 
Debonairs Pizza Zambia.

The project is expected to be 
handed over by October this 
year.

WFL founder Mizinga Melu 
described the organisation’s 
five-year journey as a 
movement driven by the belief 

that empowering women uplifts 
entire communities.

“As we celebrate five years, 
it is five years of impact 
and proving that nothing is 
impossible for the girl child,” 
she said.

Ms Melu explained that 
the organisation initially 
focused on mentorship before 
expanding its work to rural 
areas. 

KAYUMBA
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Muchinga PS advises civil servants
Stop engaging in destructive conduct like consuming alcohol, wasting time on social media 

MELODY MUPETA 
Kitwe

CIVIL servants 
in Muchinga 
Province have 
been advised 
to refrain 
from engaging 

in destructive conduct like 
consuming alcohol and wasting 
time on social media while on 

duty as the vices negatively 
affect service delivery.
    Muchinga Province 
Permanent Secretary Tuesday 
Bwalya says public workers 
should focus on enhancing 
service delivery as opposed to 
consuming beer and spending 
most of the work hours on 
social platforms.

According to a statement 
issued by Muchinga Province 

principal public relations officer 
Ruth Mumba, Dr Bwalya 
said this during a provincial 
development coordinating 
committee (PDCC) meeting.

He said civil servants also 
need to keep time, work as a 
team and conduct effective 
delegations so that service 
delivery is not interrupted.

“Engaging in destructive 
behaviours like beer drinking is 

a thing of the past. Deliverables 
and results are what matters,” 
Dr Bwalya said.

He also advised public 
workers to refrain from 
engaging in corruption, 
nepotism and tribalism as the 
vices affect productivity.

Dr Bwalya said government 
workers should ensure they 
work professionally and 
resist graft so that there is 

no compromise on service 
delivery.

He also tasked the workers to 
be prudent in the management 
of finances by ensuring that 
procurement adheres to the 
principle of right price and 
quality, and timely delivery of 
projects.

Dr Bwalya hailed employees 
in the local authorities 
for improved delivery of 

Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF) projects.

He later toured Kenneth 
Kaunda Secondary School 
in Chinsali District which is 
undergoing rehabilitation of 
sanitation facilities.

Dr Bwalya commended 
management at the school 
for the progress made on the 
works.

He also advised management 

at the school to ensure they 
monitor the works so that they 
can be completed on time.

Dr Bwalya directed head 
teachers in the province to 
maintain high standards of 
sanitation in schools.

He said maintaining 
sanitation facilities in schools 
is a requirement for creating 
a safe conducive learning 
environment for learners.

Historian hails Govt recognition of chiefs
MATHEWS MALAZIKA
Lusaka

A HISTORIAN at the University 
of Zambia says the recent salary 
increment for traditional leaders 
and their retainers shows the 
importance the New Dawn 
administration attaches to chiefs 
as key partners to national 
development.

Government has increased 
salaries for chiefs by K5,000, 
while retainers’ salaries have 
been increased by K3,000, 
effective January 1.

Following the increment, 
paramount chiefs will now be 
getting K18,000 from K13,000, 
senior chiefs K16,500 from 

K11,500, while ordinary chiefs 
will now be paid K15,000 from 
K10,000.

Chiefs’ retainers, commonly 
known as kapasos, will be getting 
K5,500 from K2,500.

Speaking in an interview 
yesterday, Euston Chiputa, a 
lecturer at the University of 
Zambia, said it is only after 2021 
that Government has begun to 
recognise through action the 
critical role traditional leaders 
play in national governance, 
economic development and in 
uniting citizens.

“I think you have seen that 
the current administration has 
been taking traditional leaders 
across the country to appreciate 

each other in terms of traditional 
ceremonies. Beyond that, this 
Government has also given them 
farming inputs so that they do 
not over-rely on their subjects,” 
he said.

He said national development 
is now inclusive and traditional 
leaders in rural settings will take 
up a leading role.

Dr Chiputa said the salary 
increment will motivate 
chiefs to effectively inspect 
government projects, especially 
with the enhanced Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF).

And UPND Alliance 
chairperson Charles Milupi said 
the salary increment shows that 
the New Dawn administration 

does not segregate.
“From uniting them, building 

palaces, providing them with 
transport, providing them with 
farm inputs and now salary 
increment, it shows that we value 
them as key players in national 
development.”

Mr Milupi said Government 
has utmost respect for all 
the traditional leaders, hence 
honouring their contribution to 
national development through 
deeds.

House of Chiefs chairperson 
Chief Chongo confirmed that 
all the traditional leaders and 
their retainers received their new 
salaries, including arrears for the 
past three months.

AMOS KAWISHA
Solwezi

NORTH-WESTERN Province 
Permanent Secretary Grandson 
Katambi says Government 
is moving beyond theory in 
addressing unemployment by 
providing practical support to 
small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) and cooperatives.

Colonel Katambi said the 
New Dawn administration 
has deliberately invested in 
infrastructure and business 
development initiatives 
aimed at empowering local 
entrepreneurs and creating 
jobs.

Speaking during the SMEs 
and Cooperatives Business 
Development Training in 
Solwezi, Col Katambi said 
Government recognises the 
critical role SMEs play in 
driving economic growth.

“The establishment and 
running of the Solwezi 
Industrial Yard under the 
Skills Development and 
Entrepreneurship Project 

Supporting Women and Youth 
is a clear demonstration of 
Government’s commitment 
to supporting SMEs and 
cooperatives,” he said.

Col Katambi said the 
industrial yard, which was 
commissioned on September 
25, 2025, is now home to 18 
SMEs operating in sectors such 
as water processing, leather 
products, agro-processing, 
timber and textiles.

He said the diversity of 
businesses at the yard reflects 
the vast entrepreneurial 
potential in North-Western 
Province.

Col Katambi said 
Government has realised that 
infrastructure alone is not 
enough, and that entrepreneurs 
also need strong business 
management skills, financial 
discipline, market intelligence 
and competitiveness.

He said it is for this reason 
that the Skills Development 
and Entrepreneurship Project, 
in collaboration with the Lobito 
Corridor Trade Facilitation 

Project, has trained two cohorts 
of business development 
service providers to support 
local entrepreneurs.

Col Katambi said the 
trained facilitators will transfer 
knowledge and practical 
skills to SME operators and 
cooperative members in 
Solwezi.

He said North-Western 
Province is strategically 
positioned to benefit from 
the Lobito Corridor because 
of its access to regional and 
international markets.

Col Katambi urged 
SMEs and cooperatives to 
improve product quality, 
formalise their operations and 
position themselves to take 
advantage of expanded trade 
opportunities.

“This is the time to prepare 
to benefit from the corridor. It 
is not time to complain while 
doing nothing,” he said.

Col Katambi also urged 
participants to treat the training 
as a turning point and not just 
a routine.

Shop lifting at Shoprite Cairo 
Road worries magistrate
CHOMBA MUSIKA
Lusaka

LUSAKA magistrate Fine 
Mayambu is concerned about 
the increase in petty thefts at 
Shoprite Cairo Road outlet 
in Lusaka, and says the 
supermarket needs protection. 

The magistrate said this 
before jailing 47-year-old 
Njungu Makai, of Zani 
Muone, to two months’ 
imprisonment for stealing 
two tins of Kiwi polish from 
Shoprite on Cairo Road.

This comes barely a week 
after a youth was jailed six 
months for stealing Jacobs 
coffee from the same store.

And a 23-year-old 
security guard has 
admitted to breaking into 
a Zambia Information and 
Communications Technology 
Authority (ZICTA) building, 
where he stole two laptops 
worth almost K40,000.

Cuthbert Mambwe, who 
told the court that he is a 

Yango driver, is charged with 
breaking into a building and 
committing a felony.

Claims are that between 
January 31 and February 1 
this year, the accused, with 
intent to steal, broke into a 
ZICTA building and stole two 
laptops.

The laptops, valued at 
K39,013.27, belong to ZICTA.

Mambwe, who appeared 
sombre and spoke in a 
low tone, appeared before 
magistrate Mayambu on 
Tuesday last week for taking 
plea.

After the charge was read, 
the accused readily admitted to 
the offence.

“How did you steal?” the 
magistrate asked the accused, 
who said he removed the 
laptops through the window.

“Where did you take 
them (laptops)?” magistrate 
Mayambu further queried the 
accused, who told the court 
that he sold the gadgets.

“I sold the laptops at K1,800 

[each],” he said.
“Did you have any claim 

of right to the property?” the 
court asked the youth, who 
replied in the negative.

Mambwe later clarified that 
while he admitted the offence, 
he did not “break into” the 
building.

But the magistrate informed 
the accused that at law, 
“breaking into a building” is 
not literal or damaging the 
infrastructure to access the 
building.

A prosecutor informed the 
court that the matter should 
be adjourned to a later date 
for reading of the statement of 
facts and possible sentencing.

The magistrate adjourned 
the case to tomorrow.

Meanwhile, faction PF 
secretary-general Raphael 
Nakacinda has appealed 
against the judgment which 
validated the extraordinary 
general conference which 
elected Miles Sampa as 
president on October 24, 2023.

ZIPS tips procurement 
professionals
CONRAD MWANGO
Lusaka

ZAMBIA Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply 
(ZIPS) has urged procurement 
professionals to avoid 
unnecessary bureaucratic 
delays that hinder efficiency.

ZIPS president Daniel 
Kabamba says professionals 
should embrace speed in 
the procurement process 
while observing established 
regulations and procedures.

Speaking at a media briefing 
yesterday, Mr Kabamba 
said delays in procurement 
processes often translate 
into delayed infrastructure 
development, delivery of 
goods and services and, 
ultimately, late benefits to 
citizens.

He said procurement is 
a vital engine that drives 
development projects and 
service delivery across all 
sectors of the economy, 
adding that professionals 

should adopt proper planning, 
early engagement with 
stakeholders and effective use 
of technology.

“While compliance 
with procurement laws 
and procedures remains 
essential and non-negotiable, 
practitioners should, therefore, 
avoid unnecessary bureaucratic 
delays that hinder efficiency.

Mr Kabamba also said 
ZIPS will conduct its 
independent investigations on 
developments at the Zambia 
Medicines and Medical 
Supplies Agency (ZAMMSA).

Recently, Minister of Health 
Alex Katakwe suspended five 
senior procurement and supply 
chain officers at ZAMMSA, 
a move he said was aimed 
at curbing inefficiency, 
negligence and any form of 
misconduct at the institution.

Mr Kabamba said inquiry 
by ZIPS will be conducted 
professionally, objectively 
and without bias, reaffirming 
its commitment to upholding 

professionalism and 
accountability.

“We wish to assure the 
public and stakeholders 
that the findings of the 
investigations will be 
made known to the public 
at an appropriate time, in 
line with our commitment 
to transparency and 
accountability.”

He urged the affected 
ZAMMSA staff to cooperate 
in order to arrive at a fair 
conclusion and to promote 
mutuality.

Mr Kabanda applauded 
Government’s commitment to 
central repository statistical 
reporting and monitoring of 
national projects through the 
Presidential Delivery Unit 
(PDU) under the monitoring 
and evaluation framework.

He said effective monitoring 
and reporting mechanisms are 
essential in ensuring projects 
are delivered on time, within 
budget, and according to 
specifications.

Govt to continue supporting 
SMEs
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43 families in Mufulira 
harvest first crop of fish

Residents applaud Govt for initiative providing them with financial income
RACHAEL CHISULO, 
BERNARD SIMBEYE
Mufulira

FORTY-THREE 
vulnerable families 
in Kawama East 
and Kamuchanga 
townships in Mufulira 

District have successfully 

harvested their first crop of 
fish under the Government’s 
Alternative Livelihood 
Programme (ALP).
   Mufulira District 
Commissioner Evaristo 
Chilumba, who described 
the harvest as a milestone for 
the district, applauded the 
Government for the initiative, 

stating that the project is a 
vital tool for reducing poverty 
and providing residents with 
sustainable financial income. 

Mr Chilumba urged the 
beneficiaries to work together as 
a community to ensure the long-
term success of the project.

“There are many people 
benefiting from this because 

those 43 beneficiaries are 
households who each can have 
five or even more people,” he 
said.

Ministry of Community 
Development and Social 
Services provincial community 
development officer Sarah 
Matanda said the project is part 
of ALP, a component of the 

Food Security Pack (FSP).
She said that while 43 

households received fingerlings 
in late 2025, another 22 families 
were empowered with three 
goats each.

Ms Matanda said the 
programme operates on a 
pass-on model, requiring the 
current beneficiaries to provide 

fingerlings to another 43 
vulnerable families, while the 
22 beneficiaries of goats will 
also have to pass on three goats 
each to 22 other vulnerable 
families.

“The initiative aims to 
improve food security and 
income generation at the 
household level for vulnerable 

but viable farmers,” she said.
A beneficiary, Emmanuel 

Mutale, expressed gratitude 
to the Government for the 
empowerment.

Mr Mutale assured that the 
beneficiaries will continue 
in aquaculture after passing 
on fingerlings to the next 
beneficiaries.

ADRINA Muchimba (left), chairperson of women in procurement and supply at Zambia Institute of Purchasing 
and Supply (ZIPS) presenting assorted iterms to Lillian Mkandawire, programme officer at the Home of 
Happyness orphanage in Foxdale in Lusaka on Saturday.                    	                     PICTURE: THOMAS NSAMA/ZANIS

Mpika residents urged to 
participate in polio vaccination
PETER PHIRI 
Mpika

MPIKA residents have been 
challenged to take the Novel 
Oral Polio Virus Type 2 (nOPV2) 
supplementary immunisation 
campaign seriously ahead of the 
upcoming vaccination exercise.
   Ministry of Health district 
director of health services 
Arthur Mataka says there is 
a need for concerted efforts 
among stakeholders to strategise 
and strengthen community 
participation in readiness for the 
campaign.

Dr Mataka said it is important 
for collective action in combating 
the circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2), 
which was recently detected in 
Lusaka Province.

He urged stakeholders to 
actively support the campaign 
to ensure its success, warning 
that failure to contain the virus 
could have serious health 

consequences, particularly 
among children.

Dr Mataka said the vaccination 
campaign will commence in 
urban areas, which are more 
prone due to high population 
density, before being extended to 
rural parts of the district.

He said Mpika is targeting a 
total of 29,549 children under the 
age of five during the exercise, 
scheduled to run from April 20 to 
April 23 this year.

He further called on 
stakeholders to intensify 
community sensitisation and 
mobilisation efforts to ensure all 
eligible children are reached.

“We need everyone on board, 
including traditional leaders, 
community health workers, 
schools and local authorities,” 
he said.

Dr Mataka said the district is 
committed to ensuring that no 
child under five should be missed 
during the campaign.

Mpika District Commissioner 

David Siame called on the public 
to fully embrace the campaign 
once it begins next Monday.

Mr Siame urged parents 
and guardians to ensure their 
children are attended to by health 
personnel who will be conducting 
door-to-door vaccinations during 
the exercise.  

He said the upcoming 
vaccination exercise forms part of 
a nationwide response aimed at 
preventing the spread of the polio 
virus and safeguarding the health 
of children across the country.

Community members have 
welcomed the Government’s 
decision to conduct the campaign, 
describing it as a timely 
intervention to protect children 
from the disease.

A resident of Trench 
Town area, Timothy Mwila, 
commended authorities for taking 
proactive measures against polio. 

“We do not want any person to 
be infected by the polio virus,” 
he said.

Construction of Litoya maternity 
annex in Nalolo advances
SIFUWE MWANGALA
Nalolo

CONSTRUCTION of the Litoya 
maternity annex at Litoya Rural 
Health Centre in Lubosi Ward 
in Nalolo District is almost 
complete, with an estimated 98 
percent of the work done on the 
project.
   Nalolo Town Council public 
relations officer Buttyson 
Kandimba said the local 
authority awarded a contract to 
Newa Liberal General Dealers 
to complete phase two of the 
construction of the maternity 
annex at K1,854,237.30. 

Mr Kandimba said the project, 
which has been funded from last 
year’s Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF) allocation, will 
benefit a catchment population 
of 3,629.

“Currently, the contractor 
is working on finishing the 
building before handing over 
the project. The maternity annex 
has delivery rooms to provide 
antenatal and postnatal services 
to ensure safe and dignified 
childbirth experiences,” he said.

Mr Kandimba said the council 
has embarked on an ambitious 
programme to build maternity 
annexes at health facilities to 

strengthen the district’s maternal 
healthcare system.

He also said the local 
authority has intensified 
supervision of all ongoing CDF 
projects to ensure compliance 
with contractor specifications 
and achieve value for money.

A Nalolo resident, Felistus 
Mundia, commended the local 
authority for the construction 
of the maternity wing, saying 
that expectant mothers will 
now deliver in a conducive 
environment.

Ms Mundia said the 
development will motivate all 
pregnant women to go to the 

health centre because they know 
that all the services required are 
provided.

“We are very excited 
about the construction of this 
maternity annex because it will 
help all expectant mothers to 
have a safe place for delivery 
and it will reduce the long 
distance that people used to 
travel to access these services,” 
she said.

President Hakainde Hichilema 
directed councils to build 
maternity annexes at health 
facilities using CDF to improve 
maternal healthcare and reduce 
maternal deaths.

Mpulungu records 179 cases
of teenage pregnancies
CHRISTINE MUSELU
Mpulungu

THE Ministry of Health in 
Mpulungu District has recorded 
179 cases of teenage pregnancies 
in the first two months of this 
year.
   District adolescent health focal 
point person Ireen Lumanyendo 
said the cases of teenage 
pregnancies have been registered 
in health facilities in the district.

Speaking during the review 
and reflection meeting, Ms 
Lumanyendo said the department 
has also recorded over 270 cases 
of common sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs) in the last two 
months.

She said the department is 
concerned that the number of 
cases might increase by the end 
of the first quarter as data for 
the third month has not yet been 
compiled.

“We are receiving high 
numbers of teenage pregnancies 
and sexually transmitted 
infections and that has become 
of a concern, we need concerted 

efforts to fight this.
“Let all stakeholders work 

together to fight teenage 
pregnancies because despite all 
the efforts that are being put in 
place by the Government and 
other cooperating partners, these 
problems have persisted,” she 
said.

Ms Lumanyendo also 
observed that adolescent 
pregnancies have in most cases 
negatively affected the lives of 
many young people because they 
face stigma from their peers and 
sometimes parents.

She said that as a result of 
stigma, the children tend to feel 
shy to go back to school if they 
are not counselled properly, 
thereby failing to get employed 
and hence continuing with the 
cycle of poverty.

Ms Lumanyendo said 
the Department of Health 
has continued to carry out 
sensitisation in school health 
outreaches and conducting 
community engagement in order 
to continue with the fight against 
child marriages and adolescent 

pregnancies.
Niamukolo Day Secondary 

School’s Rise and Shine 
programme chairperson Faith 
Mazimba said adolescent 
pregnancies have serious 
medical and mental impact on 
the young people that endure the 
challenge.

Ms Mazimba said it is 
unfortunate that more children, 
especially those of  school-
going age, have continued to get 
pregnant despite all the efforts 
being made for them to remain 
in school.

She said her school 
programme, which is being 
supported by different 
stakeholders in the district, 
has been trying to counsel 
young people on the dangers of 
engaging in early sex and illicit 
activities.

Ms Mazimba said the Rise and 
Shine programme has started 
conducting outreaches and 
having other children to petition 
and making their promise to stay 
in school and avoid marriage and 
pregnancies.

RAYMOND CHALATA
Kaputa

PEOPLE in Kaputa District 
have praised the Government for 
completing various community 
projects using the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF).

Kasongole Day Secondary 
School head teacher Balton 
Kalumba said in an interview 
that the completion of the 
projects has helped to address 
many challenges in the district.

Mr Kalumba cited the 
completion of three classrooms 
as a milestone in the provision of 

quality education, stating that it 
has helped to reduce congestion 
at the school.

He said that before 
the construction of the 
facility, the school had only 
three classrooms, which 
accommodated all the 
learners, a situation that led to 
overcrowding.

“We had instances where one 
classroom could accommodate 
over 100 learners due to non-
availability of classroom space, 
but with these classroom spaces 
added, it will help improve the 
learning environment,” he said.

He said the coming of the 
structure has positively impacted 
on the teaching and learning 
environment for teachers and 
learners.

Patience Changwe, a Grade 11 
pupil at the same school, thanked 
the Government for providing 
enough classroom space.

Another learner, Martin 
Kabuta, said the construction of 
a new structure has transformed 
the learning experience.

Kabuta said before the 
building of the classrooms, some 
lessons were conducted under a 
tree, which was challenging for 

pupils.
Kaputa Town Council 

secretary Emrys Kuyokwa 
commended the Government for 
the timely disbursement of the 
constituency money.

“We thank the Government 
for the timely disbursement of 
the Constituency Development 
Fund allocation. Without it, these 
projects would not have been 
possible,” he said.

Mr Kuyokwa also said the 
local authority has used CDF 
to work on several projects in 
the district, adding that more 
projects are underway.Lumezi begins implementation 

of revised CfW programme
PATRICK SOKO
Lumezi

LUMEZI Town Council has 
started implementing the 
revised Cash for Work (CfW) 
programme, after receiving 
K100,000 from the Ministry of 
Local Government and Rural 
Development for administrative 
purposes.

The allocation to Lumezi 
is part of a nationwide 
disbursement of K15.6 million 
aimed at supporting the rollout 
of the programme in the 156 
constituencies.

In line with this development, 
the local authority has launched 
a community and stakeholder 
sensitisation campaign to raise 
awareness about the revised 

programme and its operational 
guidelines.

A joint team from the council 
and the district administration 
conducted sensitisation 
meetings in Kazembe and 
Kapangala wards.

The exercise was preceded 
by a courtesy call at Chief 
Kazembe’s palace, where 
traditional leaders were briefed 
on the programme and its 
intended outcomes.

Lumezi Town Council 
assistant public relations officer 
Irvin Muyumbwa said the 
sensitisation exercise is a critical 
step to be undertaken before 
rolling out project activities.

He said that the revised CfW 
programme is a conditional cash 
transfer initiative designed to 

provide short-term employment 
opportunities to residents.

“The programme will see 
eligible residents engaged for 
a period of 10 days and be 
paid K600. It is a government 
response aimed at addressing 
poverty and unemployment at 
community level,” he said.

Mr Muyumbwa said that 
the initiative is task-based and 
labour-intensive, focusing 
on public works such as road 
maintenance and environmental 
clean-up.

He said that the programme 
is being implemented under the 
theme work today, earn today, 
improve your community and 
seek to provide immediate 
income, while improving local 
infrastructure. 

Kaputa residents commend Govt 
on CDF projects
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RECENT 
developments 
in Australia’s 
mining sector – 
particularly Rio 
Tinto’s deliberate 

strengthening of local supplier 
participation – offer a compelling 
reference point for Zambia’s Local 
Content Statutory Instrument (LC 
SI). The global trend is clear: when 
mining policy aligns with domestic 
economic interests, the benefits 
extend far beyond the mine.

In 2025, Rio Tinto directed 
approximately A$19.7 billion 
toward Australian suppliers, a 
notable increase from the previous 
year. This level of domestic 
procurement did not happen by 
chance. It reflects a coordinated 
approach between government 
and industry to ensure that 
mining activity stimulates broader 
economic growth within the 
country.

Zambia has now positioned 
itself on a similar trajectory. Since 
the LC SI came into effect on 
January 1, 2026, there has been a 
noticeable and encouraging shift 
in how mining companies engage 
with local suppliers. The early 
signals from the sector are positive 
and deserve recognition.

Major operators such as Mopani 
Copper Mines, First Quantum 
Minerals’ Kansanshi and Trident 
Mines, Barrick Gold’s Lumwana 
Mine and emerging operators such 
as Kobold have begun expanding 

their local procurement footprints 
and taking a structured approach. 
This is not merely regulatory 
compliance – it is a strategic 
business approach that recognises 
the value of integrating local 
enterprises into the mining value 
chain.

Mining companies have 
already reported early wins since 
the introduction of the LC SI. 
Zambian suppliers are increasingly 
participating in both core and non-
core goods and services. In some 
cases, operators are exceeding the 
previously reported 24 percent 
local content thresholds in core 
categories. This is a significant 
development for Zambia’s mining 
sector.

These gains are translating 
into real economic activity. Local 
contractors are securing more 
work, while supporting industries 
such as engineering, transport, 
fabrication and maintenance 
services are experiencing increased 
demand. Employment opportunities 
are gradually expanding beyond 
the boundaries of the mines 
themselves.

Equally important is the spirit 
of collaboration now taking 
shape. Progress suggests that 
both Government and industry 
are finding common ground 
in implementing the LC SI. 
This is critical, as local content 
policies are most effective when 
driven by partnership rather than 
confrontation.

The Zambian approach is 
not about limiting investment 
or creating barriers. It is about 
deepening participation and 
ensuring that the value generated 
from mineral resources has a 
stronger domestic impact. This 
aligns with global best practice and 
mirrors what successful mining 
jurisdictions have achieved over 
time.

Australia provides a useful 
long-term benchmark. The scale 
of local supplier integration there 
demonstrates what is possible when 
policy consistency is matched by 
sustained corporate commitment. 
Thousands of local businesses are 
integrated into mining operations, 
and significant portions of mining 

expenditure are retained within the 
national economy.

Zambia is still at the early stages 
of this journey, but the direction is 
encouraging. The fact that mining 
companies are already moving 
beyond minimum thresholds 
indicates a willingness to adapt and 
invest in local partnerships. This 
momentum must be maintained.

Going forward, the focus should 
be on strengthening collaboration. 
Continued dialogue between 
Government and mining companies 
will be essential. Equally important 
will be developing local supplier 
capacity to meet industry standards 
in quality, scale and reliability.

Financial institutions, training 
bodies and industry associations 
also have a role to play in 
supporting Zambian businesses 
so they can compete effectively 
within mining supply chains. Local 
content is not only about policy – 
it is also about preparedness and 
competitiveness. Financial capacity 
building for local companies is 
critical to ensuring success. In this 
regard, some mining companies 
have already initiated processes, 
through open tenders, to onboard 
financial institutions, and the 
response from commercial banks 
has been positive.

Kobold held a well-publicised 
local companies symposium 
at their site last year, where 
participation was overwhelmingly 
positive. Industry-wide, the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) is championing supplier 
development programmes (SDPs) 
to build capacity and scale for local 
companies.

Tangible success stories are 
already emerging, particularly 
through First Quantum Minerals. 
Recently, the company awarded 
a transport contract valued at 
approximately US$35 million 
to four Zambian-owned firms, 
demonstrating confidence in 
local capacity. Beyond this, 
a cable networking company 
has significantly upgraded its 
quality of service and operational 
standards due to increased 
contract opportunities. A 
construction firm that began with 
just one employee has expanded 

to a workforce of over 300, 
directly supported by sustained 
engagement with mining projects. 
Similarly, a multi-disciplinary 
engineering company that started 
modestly now manages nine 
concurrent contracts with First 
Quantum, with its workforce 
growing more than tenfold. This 
growth has strengthened technical 
capacity, improved delivery 
quality, and expanded revenue, 
illustrating how deliberate local 
content support can transform 
small enterprises into formidable 
industry players.

What is emerging is a shared 
opportunity that requires shared 
responsibility. For Government, 
it is a chance to translate mineral 
wealth into broader economic 
development. For mining 
companies, it is an opportunity 
to build resilient, efficient, and 
locally integrated supply chains. 
For Zambian businesses, it is an 
opportunity to grow, industrialise, 
and participate meaningfully 
in one of the country’s most 
important sectors.

The progress recorded since 
January 2026 should be seen as a 
foundation. It demonstrates that 
the LC SI is beginning to work in 
practice and, more importantly, 
that collaboration between GRZ 
and mining companies can deliver 
measurable results.

If this trajectory is sustained, 
Zambia stands to significantly 
increase the value it derives from 
its mining sector. Over time, 
the country can move closer to 
models such as Australia, where 
mining is not only an extractive 
activity but also a powerful 
driver of domestic enterprise 
development.

The task now is to build 
on what has already been 
achieved. With continued 
cooperation, consistency in policy 
implementation and a shared 
commitment to progress, the LC 
SI has the potential to reshape 
Zambia’s mining economy in a 
way that is inclusive, sustainable 
and nationally beneficial.

The author is a mining 
engineer and entrepreneur.

THE year 2026 marks 
another pivotal election 
for Zambia – an election 
that feels distinct 

from those of the past. While 
heightened political temperatures 
are inevitable, it is more crucial 
than ever that we demonstrate 
the highest levels of civility and 
responsibility.

As political parties from both the 
ruling and opposition sides emerge 
to share campaign messages, 
citizens carry a significant 
responsibility. In a flourishing 
democracy, voters must engage 
with these diverse messages and 
make what civic education calls 
“moments of decision”. These 
are critical junctures where 
voters choose leaders who will 

shape the future of their wards, 
constituencies and the nation at 
large.

Yet beyond the act of choosing 
leaders, we must reflect on a 
deeper civic question: What kind 
of citizens are we becoming 
before, during and after an 
election?

Living democratically means 
embodying the values of a healthy 
democracy – responsibility, 
maturity, and full awareness of 
our civic identity. By this, I refer 
to the conduct of citizens who 
understand their mandate to read 
the political climate correctly, 
rather than being swayed by 
every campaign message. It 
involves respect for others, 
adherence to the rule of law, and 
peaceful participation devoid of 
character assassination or hate 
speech. Ultimately, it is about a 
commitment to the common good.

These values must define our 
national life this year. We must not 
allow unnecessary emotions and 
divisions to dominate. An election 
year is not only a test for political 
parties and governance institutions 
– it is also a test for citizens 
themselves. Peaceful and credible 
elections do not occur by chance; 
they are sustained by the discipline 
of both political players and the 
general public.

As a country admired globally 
for its stability, Zambia must 
ensure this record remains 

unbroken on August 13, 2026. 
This requires restraint, discipline 
and patriotism.

It is vital to stress that 
democracy is not always about 
convergence. Its essence lies 
in the right to differ. However, 
differing in ideas should not 
lead to a decline in civility. In 
recent years, we have observed a 
worrying trend where opposition 
political players, under the guise 
of freedom of expression, create 
false or alarming situations or 
abuse cyberspace with impunity 
to challenge those in power. 
This is not what it means to be 
civically organised; it reflects a 
misunderstanding of democracy.

Elections should not be a time 
for trading insults, violence, or 
open hostility. The role of the 
opposition is clearly defined: to be 
a “government in waiting” with 
clear alternative policies. It is 
not to undermine the Presidency 
or practise stubbornness with 
impunity. A mature democracy 
requires citizens who can debate 
principles without dehumanising 
one another. We must be able 
to disagree politically while 
remaining united nationally.

Misinformation and 
disinformation also pose serious 
challenges. Citizens must verify 
information before sharing it. No 
nation makes wise democratic 
decisions based on misleading 
statements intended to cause 

alarm.
I encourage Zambian citizens 

to look beyond the excitement of 
songs, slogans and personalities. 
We must choose leadership capable 
of addressing real challenges 
– such as free education, youth 
empowerment, healthcare, 
economic growth, agricultural 
productivity, debt sustainability, 
and other pressing national issues.

Democracy becomes stronger 
when we vote on the basis of issues 
and leadership quality, rather than 
emotion, tribe, or partisan loyalty. 
Young people, in particular, 
must refuse to be used as tools 
for conflict. Our strength should 
be found in debate, innovation, 
and respect for institutions. 
While these institutions are not 
beyond criticism, such feedback 
must be delivered lawfully and 
constructively.

As the country heads towards the 
polls, I call upon all citizens of this 
great nation to remain peaceful, 
informed, tolerant and law-abiding. 
Let our civic discipline be the light 
that guides Zambia through 2026.

The author is professor of 
civic education, School of 
Education at the University 
of Zambia (UNZA) in the 
Department of Languages 
and Social Sciences 
Education. He is also director 
at the Institute of Distance 
Education (IDE), UNZA.

Why Zambia must push forward 
with Local Content SI

CHARLES 
MUSONDA

2026 elections: A test of civic discipline

GISTERED 
MULEYA

CUCUMBER is a highly nutritious fruit with a remarkably high water content. 
Eating cucumber may help lower blood sugar, prevent constipation, and 
support weight loss. To maximise its health benefits, it is best eaten unpeeled, 
as the skin contains valuable fibre, vitamins and minerals.

Although commonly thought of as a vegetable, cucumber is in fact a fruit. 
It is rich in beneficial nutrients, plant compounds, and antioxidants that may 
help treat or even prevent certain conditions. Low in calories yet full of water 
and soluble fibre, cucumber is ideal for promoting hydration and supporting 
healthy weight management.

1. Nutrient-rich
Cucumbers are low in calories but provide a range of essential vitamins and 

minerals. A 301-gram unpeeled, raw cucumber contains approximately 45 
calories, 11 grams of carbohydrates, 2 grams of protein, and 1.5–2 grams of 
fibre.

With around 96 percent water content, cucumbers are excellent for 
hydration. Eating them unpeeled ensures maximum nutritional benefit.

2. Rich in antioxidants
Antioxidants help protect the body from oxidative stress caused by free 

radicals, which are linked to chronic illnesses such as cancer, heart disease, and 
autoimmune conditions.

Studies have shown that cucumbers contain flavonoids and tannins, 
compounds particularly effective at neutralising harmful free radicals. 
Supplementation with cucumber powder has been found to improve 
antioxidant status, though the doses used in research are higher than those 
found in everyday consumption.

3. Promotes hydration
Water is vital for regulating body temperature, transporting nutrients, 

and removing waste. Proper hydration supports metabolism and physical 
performance.

As cucumbers are composed of about 96 percent water, they are especially 
effective at helping the body meet its daily fluid requirements.

4. Supports weight loss
Cucumbers are very low in calories – just 16 calories per 104 grams. Their 

high water content also promotes satiety, making them a useful addition to 
weight-loss diets.

They can add freshness and flavour to salads, sandwiches and side dishes, 
or serve as a low-calorie alternative to heavier foods. Research has linked diets 
rich in water-dense, low-calorie foods to significant reductions in body weight.

5. May help lower blood sugar
Animal and laboratory studies suggest that cucumbers may help reduce 

blood sugar levels and protect against diabetes-related complications. For 
example, cucumber peel extract lowered blood sugar in diabetic mice.

While these findings are promising, more human studies are needed to 
confirm the effect.

6. Supports regular bowel movements
Dehydration is a common cause of constipation. Cucumbers, being high in 

water, help maintain hydration and improve stool consistency.
They also contain fibre, particularly pectin, which increases bowel movement 

frequency and supports gut health by feeding beneficial bacteria.
The bottom line
Cucumbers are refreshing, nutritious and versatile. With their crisp flavour, 

they can be enjoyed fresh, pickled, or as a low-calorie snack. They pair well 
with hummus, olive oil, lemon, or salad dressings, making them a simple yet 
powerful addition to a healthy diet.

HEALTHLINE

Reactions to: Girl, 7, dies another 
injured in Lundazi hyena attack

A HYENA attack has left 
a seven-year-old dead and 
a girl aged 14 with serious 
injuries in Lundazi, Eastern 
Province. Eastern Province 
police commanding officer 

Robertson Mweemba 
disclosed that the incident 

occurred last week at 
Mutuwanjovu area in Chief 

Mwase’s chiefdom.

IT IS believed that hyenas run 
mad in cold weather. Beware of 

them.
EDDIE K KAPAMBWE

WHERE is the hyena now?
JOSEPH THORN TRAP

VERY sad. Please, community, hunt 
down these hyenas never to be near 

the villages. 
KOSAM ZULU

HUMAN-ANIMAL conflict is caused by the 
negligence of people. Why? Because they fear 

charges that come by killing them.
NASON ZION BANDA

DEPARTMENT of National Parks 
and Wildlife (DNPW), please do the 

right thing.
EVANS MWELWA

HYENA attacks are on the rise in Lundazi. 
Can you clear them all already!!!

OWENORIENTAL AFRICANJAMESBOND 
HOK

THESE hyenas are man-made… 
in short, they are people just using 

magic.
MARINA ZULU

CAN ba DNPW arrest someone 
who kills the said hyena in 

question?
MUBITA NYAMBE

WAS that man released from 
custody and turned back into a 

hyena?
KENNEDY CHOMBA CHEWE

DNPW has to neutralise the 
hyena because it has tasted human 

blood and it won’t stop.
ERICK MASEMPELA

WHEN I was growing up in the village, my 
father used to tell me that when walking in 

the village paths, “never leave the young ones 
behind”.

MOSES SAKATENDE

Six health benefits of 
eating cucumber

Zambia still at early stages of this journey, but direction is encouraging
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LONDON - Prime 
Minister Sir Keir 
Starmer has urged the 
US and Iran “to find 
a way through”, after 
initial peace talks 

between Iran and the US finished 
without an agreement to end the war.

Sir Keir warned against “further 
escalation” in the Middle East, after 
the negotiations between the two sides 
in Pakistan concluded in the early 
hours of yesterday.

Downing Street said the prime 

minister discussed the talks - which the 
UK is not involved in - with the Sultan 
of Oman in a phone call yesterday.

The failure to reach a deal creates 
uncertainty over whether a fragile two-
week ceasefire between Iran and the 
US will continue to hold.

US Vice-President JD Vance was in 
Pakistan for the talks and said Iran’s 
refusal to commit to not build a nuclear 
weapon was the main reason for the 
lack of a deal.

Iran’s delegation leader, Parliament 
Speaker Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, 

said whilst his country had raised 
“forward-looking initiatives”, the US 
had so far failed to gain its trust.

In a readout of Sir Keir’s call 
with His Majesty Sultan Haitham 
bin Tarik al Said, a Downing Street 
spokesperson said: “They discussed the 
peace talks held in Pakistan over the 
weekend and urged both sides to find a 
way through.

“It was vital there was a continuation 
of the ceasefire, and that all parties 
avoided any further escalation, the 
leaders agreed.”

Earlier, Health Secretary Wes 
Streeting told the BBC it was 
“disappointing” initial talks to end the 
war had broken down without a deal.

Streeting said the UK wanted to see 
a negotiated end to the war that “puts 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions to bed”.

The cabinet minister also said Sir 
Keir had made “the right choice” not 
to commit the UK to joining US-Israeli 
military strikes on Iran.

On the BBC’s Sunday with Laura 
Kuenssberg programme, Streeting said: 
“It’s obviously disappointing that the 

talks have broken down for now.
But he said “the mere fact that the 

Americans and the Iranians were able 
to get around the table together is 
highly unusual and necessary.”

He added: “It’s the only way we’re 
going to end this war.”

Speaking to Sky News earlier, 
Streeting described President Trump’s 
threat last week that “a whole 
civilisation will die tonight” unless 
Iran agreed a deal to end the war as 
“outrageous” and “extraordinary”.

                                                   BBC

‘Find way through’, Starmer urges US, Iran
Initial peace talks between them finished without an agreement

STARMER

MOSCOW - Ukraine and Russia 
have accused one another of 
hundreds of violations of a 
short ceasefire coinciding 
with Orthdox Easter 
celebrations.

The Ukrainian 
military said yesterday 
morning that Russian 
forces had committed 
2,299 violations since the 
truce began at 16:00 local 
time (13:00 GMT) on Saturday 
- including shooting 
four unarmed 
soldiers.

The Russian defence 
ministry, in turn, said Ukrainian 
forces had committed 1,971 
violations, including three 
attempted counter-attacks in 
Dnipropetrovsk region.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky earlier 
said his nation’s forces would 
respond “symmetrically” to 
Russian attacks during the 
ceasefire, calling Easter “a time 
of peace”.

He added that he hoped 
the truce could be extended 
beyond Easter to facilitate peace 
negotiations which have all but 
stalled with the outbreak of war 
in the Middle East - but Russia 
rejected the idea, saying its 
attacks would resume today.

Russian troops mounted 28 
attacks and carried out nearly 
2,000 drone strikes, Ukraine’s 
military said, but did not use 
bombs or missiles.

Russian forces in the north-

eastern 
Kharkiv region executed four 
Ukrainian soldiers after the 
ceasefire came into force, the 
local prosecutor’s office said, 
describing the incident as a 
“grave violation of international 
humanitarian law”.

Ukraine’s military said the 
troops were shot after being 
disarmed, calling it “another war 
crime by Russia”.

Ukrainian authorities 
published what appears to be an 
image taken by a drone showing 
four bodies lying in a clearing.

In Ukraine’s northern 
Sumy region, which borders 
Russia, local authorities said a 
Russian drone hit an ambulance 
overnight, injuring three medics.

Russia’s defence ministry 
said Ukraine had launched three 
overnight attacks on positions in 
the Pokrovsk area and Otradne 
in Dnipropetrovsk region.

It also said four attempts by 
Ukrainian troops to advance 
in Sumy and Donetsk were 

“thwarted”.
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin announced the Easter 

ceasefire earlier this 
week, having previously 
resisted repeated calls 
from Ukraine for a 
temporary cessation of 
fighting. Zelensky said 

his forces would act in 
kind.
Earlier in the year, Putin 

acquiesced to a US request 
to halt strikes on energy 
infrastructure as Ukraine braced 
for bitterly cold temperatures.

Both Ukrainian and Russian 
sources accused each other of 
limited violations in the first few 
hours of the truce on Saturday, 
before making the much larger 
claims.

Ukrainian and Russian 
authorities also announced they 
had each swapped 175 prisoners 
of war on Saturday, including 
seven civilians apiece.

Ukrainian civilians and 
soldiers on the front lines of 
the conflict - which has been 
raging since 2022 - have low 
expectations about the ceasefire.

Kyiv has long pushed for a 
more comprehensive ceasefire, 
which it and its European allies 
see as a necessary first step 
towards striking a lasting end to 
the full-scale invasion.

But Moscow has insisted 
on agreeing a peace deal first, 
prompting accusations that it 
is not serious about ending the 
fighting.                                BBC

Ukraine, Russia accuse each other 
of hundreds of ceasefire violations WASHINGTON - Twenty-one 

hours was not enough to end 47 
years of hostility between Iran 
and the US.

The historic high-level talks 
in Islamabad, during a pause 
in weeks of grievous war, were 
always unlikely to end any other 
way.

Calling this marathon 
negotiating session a failure 
belies the scale of the challenge 
in narrowing wide gaps on 
complex issues ranging from 
age-old suspicion about Iran’s 
nuclear programme to new 
challenges this war has thrown 
up - most of all Iran’s control of 
the strategic Strait of Hormuz, 
whose closure is causing 
economic shocks worldwide.

To do a deal, they also needed 
to overcome a deep chasm of 
distrust.

A day ago, it wasn’t even 
certain the two sides would 
meet, and even more, sit down 

in the same room.
A long-standing political 

taboo was broken.
The urgent question now is: 

what happens next?
What happens to the contested 

two-week ceasefire which 
pulled the world back from 
US President Donald Trump’s 
alarming threat to destroy a 
“whole civilisation” in Iran?

Would the US president be 
ready to send his negotiators 
back to the bargaining table?

We’re hearing reports from 
sources here in Islamabad 
that some conversations have 
continued after US Vice-
President JD Vance boarded his 
plane at sunrise, declaring the 
US delegation had made their 
“final and best offer”.

Will the US now escalate or 
negotiate?

We still don’t know enough 
about what happened behind 
tightly closed doors in a five-

star hotel in leafy locked-down 
Islamabad during talks that went 
on long into the night.

There are still few details 
on the disputes and discussion 
between the two sides, assisted 
by Pakistani mediators, the calls 
to and from experts, advisers, 
and, according to Vance, 
“dozens” of calls to Trump 
himself.

The vice-president spoke of 
the “core goal” of the US during 
his brief dawn news conference.

“We need to see an affirmative 
commitment that [Iran] will 
not seek a nuclear weapon and 
they will not seek the tools that 
would enable them to quickly 
achieve a nuclear weapon,” he 
said.

During the last round of 
talks in February, before 
military strikes were unleashed 
again, Iran had offered new 
concessions including the 
dilution of its 440kg stockpile of 

uranium enriched to 60 percent  
- dangerously close to weapons-
grade.

But it still insists on its “right” 
to enrich and hasn’t been willing 
to give up that stockpile, now 
said to be buried deep in the 
rubble after US and Israeli air 
strikes last year.

It’s also refused repeated 
demands to open the Strait of 
Hormuz - to allow the free flow 
of vital traffic in oil, gas and 
other essential goods - in the 
absence of a new agreement.

Both the US and the Iranian 
delegations came to Islamabad 
emboldened by their belief that 
theirs was the winning side in 
this war.

And they engaged knowing 
that, if they failed, there was 
the option to keep fighting – 
whatever the spiralling pain for 
their own people and a world 
reeling from the cost of this 
conflagration.                      BBC

After Iran talks falter, what happens next?

LONDON - Sir Keir Starmer 
has shelved his Chagos 
Islands deal amid worsening 
relations with Donald Trump 
after the US failed to formally 
confirm its approval.

Trump had urged Starmer 
to scrap the deal despite 
earlier expressing support 
for the treaty. In January the 
president called the plan an 
“act of total weakness”.

UK government officials 
have said they are not 
entirely abandoning the 

agreement - which would 
hand sovereignty of the 
British territory to Mauritius 
- but have run out of time 
to pass legislation before 
Parliament is prorogued in 
the coming weeks.

However, a new Chagos 
bill is not expected to feature 
in the King’s Speech in mid-
May.

It is understood the UK 
has still not received a formal 
exchange of letters from the 
US.                                       BBC

LONDON - A woman has 
been raped by several 
men outside a church 
after leaving a nightclub in 
Surrey, police have said.

The woman, in her 20s, 
was followed after leaving 
Labyrinth Epsom nightclub 
and attacked between 
02:00 BST and 04:00 on 
Saturday.

The attack is believed 
to have occurred outside 
Epsom Methodist Church in 
Ashley Road, Epsom.

Det Insp Aine Matthews 
said: “We understand this 
is an extremely distressing 
incident and the victim 
is being supported by 
specialist officers.”

Police said that it currently 
did not have full descriptions 
of the suspects but officers 
were conducting extensive 
inquiries to identify and 
locate them.

“Our investigation is in its 
early stages,” Matthews said. 

                                       BBC

UK shelves Chagos deal Woman raped outside church

ZELENSKY
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MAZOMBWE BANDA
Lusaka

REELING 
from last 
year’s severe 
load-shedding, 
Zambia 
today enjoys 

consistent power supply 
owing to Government’s 
transformational and workable 
energy mix agenda. 

Last year, severe load-
shedding in the country created 
an existential crisis for small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), with outages lasting 
up to 20-21 hours daily due to 
low water levels at the Kariba 
Dam. 

Businesses faced 
crippling revenue losses, 
high operational costs from 
generators, and production 
stoppages in manufacturing, 
milling and welding businesses 
were experienced. This 
resulted in production delays 
and broken supply chains.

Financial distress arising 
from increased costs for fuel 
and alternative energy sources, 
coupled with tumbling sales, 
shrunk profit margins for many 
SMEs. Job insecurities grew, 
threatening the viability of 
many small businesses.

Among others, businesses 
which relied on refrigeration 
(butchers, grocers) and daily 
operations like barbershops 
and salons were heavily 
affected. 

But through his methodical 
flare and style of leadership, 
President Hakainde Hichilema, 
fixed to redeem the economy, 
shifted the focus to diversify 
the country’s energy sector by 
integrating renewable energy. 
This includes solar, wind and 
coal-powered energy projects 
to build resilience.

While improvements 
have been reported, the 
sustainability of this year’s 
energy supply stability is a top 
priority, coupled with ongoing 
monitoring of water levels in 
the 2026/2027 rainy season. 

Prior to this development, 
Zesco Limited had declared 
last December that starting 
January this year, it would 
tremendously improve its 
power supply.

For Zesco corporate 
affairs manager Rose Sibisi, 
increased power generation 
from renewable energy is as a 
result of President Hichilema’s 
initiative of solar projects 
being implemented by the 
state-owned power utility.

“Through the solar initiative, 
we are aiming to inject 1,000 
megawatts (MW) into the 
national grid. This, coupled 
with better water management 
in dams, has helped 
normalise supply and reduce 
overdependence on climate-
sensitive hydro power,” Ms 
Sibisi said.

Recently, Zesco board 
chairperson Vickson Ncube 
said that through the integrated 
resource plan, Government 
targeted the country to achieve 
energy sufficiency, reliability 
and surplus: “Wheels are still 
turning, the pace and works 
are steadily progressing,” Mr 
Ncube said.  

Major projects fuelling 
this improvement include the 
50MW Mansa Solar Plant, 
200MW Chisamba Solar; 
phases I and II, 100MW 
Mailo Solar, and various solar 
energy projects and diversified 
energy sources like the Chipata 
West Solar 100MW project 
in Eastern Province which is 
underway.

Zesco is further upgrading 
transmission lines to improve 
regional power distribution as it 
is working with China Datang 
Corporation to deliver three 
solar projects this year, along 
with continued engagement 
with the Southern African 
Power Pool for imports. 

Clearly, Government’s 
commitment to improving 
power supply through Zesco 
via its hard-fought measures 
and investments has started 
bearing results. 

Evidently,  the interviews 
with different SMEs in 
townships like Kalingalinga, 
Mtendere and Kalikiliki in 
Lusaka confirm that the country 
is enjoying constant power 
supply, much to the benefit of 
the enterprises. 

For Caeser Musonda, 49, 
a welder and proprietor of 
Soul Rebels Metal Fabrication 

HH energy agenda sparks stability

CAESER Musonda (left), proprietor of Soul Rebels Metal Fabrication Company, 
with his mentee at their workplace on Alick Nkhata Road, Kalingalinga.

NATALIA Nkhoma, owner of Dezzy Stitch in her shop in Kalikiliki Township.

Company on Alick Nkhata 
Road in Kalingalinga, the 
current power supply has 
brought his business back to 
life.

His business almost 
collapsed last year due to 
dwindling customer traffic 
arising from perpetual load-
shedding.

“My company’s name 
stands for winning weak 
souls and making them strong 
to work for themselves. 
Let Government continue 
supplying us with stable power 
as it is,” he said.  

True to his words, Mr 
Musonda, who has been a 
welder for 25 years now, 
has freely been training and 
imparting his welding prowess 
to youths, including the 
mischievous ones, infamously 
known as junkies. But he 
almost quit transforming 
junkies due to load-shedding 
last year.

“Now my business is back 
to normal and I have a huge 
traffic of customers. In the 
past, I have trained about 20 
junkies, both boys and girls 
who are now well-trained 
welders. They too have their 
own clients, they don’t pay me 
anything, you can ask them,” 
he said.

“But I’m not their boss. For 
example, currently I have 30 
of them and this one, Gerald 
Bwalya, is making a tank stand 
and he will earn K10,000; 
everyone has their own clients 
here.”

Mr Musonda says his 
company is the foundation 
for most of the youth doing 
welding business on Alick 
Nkhata Road. “I have the heart 
to change my neighbourhood 
with the little that I have, 
especially using my God-given 
skills and knowledge.” 

Grace Mapalo, 30, a salon 
proprietor at Mtendere ‘big 
market’, has had a different 
experience as regards load-
shedding.

She says her salon never 
experienced load-shedding 
during the power crisis, except 
for her home in Lusaka’s PHI.

“My business has been doing 
well even in the times when 
people complained of load-
shedding, I never experienced 
that, kaya [I don’t know], the 
reason but I have had power 
throughout,” Ms Mapalo said.

For Natalia Nkhoma, 29, 
specialised in fashion and 
design, and owner of Dezzy 
Stitch on Watchtower road in 
Kalikiliki Township, load-
shedding made her lay off her 
only employee.

But due to stable power 
supply her community is 
currently receiving, she is 
looking forward to recruiting 
another employee. 

Ms Nkhoma recalls how 
her revenue dwindled by over 
50 percent, from K6,000 to 
K2,500 monthly

She is now happy with 
reliable power supply and 
hopes that the status quo will 
be maintained.

 “I have two electric sewing 
machines; one industrial, a 
domestic and another which is 
manual. My main machines are 
electric and I hope this power 

supply can be maintained,” Ms 
Nkhoma said.

Stable electricity is more 
than a convenience; it is 
the backbone of economic 
resilience and social progress. 
If Zambia sustains this 
diversified energy agenda, the 
country can shield itself from 
future crises and power its 
growth with confidence.

A WELDER on duty at a workshop in Garden Township.
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Farewell to trailblazing military doctor
Chishimba Lumbwe: Former presidential physician, medical doctor, military officer 

ZIPPORAH MUSHALA
Lusaka

IN THE history of the 
Zambia Defence Force, 
many have served with 
distinction, but few have 
broken historical ceilings 
to become the only 

specialist officer to attain the rank 
of major general.

Major General (Rtd) 
Chishimba Mukonde Lumbwe, a 
distinguished medical specialist, 
achieved this rare feat through 
a career defined by medical 
excellence and unwavering 
integrity.

Dr Lumbwe, who joined the 
Zambia Army in 1977, rendered 
exceptional and dedicated service 
to both the Army and nation. 
His commitment eventually 

saw him appointed as physician 
to three republican presidents: 
David Kenneth Kaunda, Levy 
Patrick Mwanawasa, and Rupiah 
Bwezani Banda.

On Wednesday, April 8, 2026, 
Dr Lumbwe passed away at the 
age of 70. He died at St John’s 
Hospital in Lusaka after a long 
illness bravely borne.

He was a fulfilled man 
who reached the peak of his 
profession while remaining a 
humble servant of the Zambian 
people. He is survived by his 
wife, Exildah Mwinji Lumbwe, 
his three children — Chansa, 
Bridget and Mubanga — and 
three grandchildren who were the 
delight of his later years.

Early life and education
Born on May 18, 1955, Dr 

Lumbwe attended primary 

school in Chipili District, 
Luapula Province, and later in 
Mufulira District, Copperbelt 
Province. He completed his 
secondary education at Munali 
Boys Secondary School before 
proceeding to the University 
of Zambia (UNZA) to study 
medicine.

After earning his Bachelor’s 
degree, he trained as an officer 
cadet and was commissioned as a 
captain. He was posted to Kalewa 
Garrison, serving as garrison 
medical officer until 1982. He 
later served at 64 Armoured 
Regiment until 1983, before 
returning to UNZA to pursue a 
Master of Medicine degree.

After completing his master’s 
degree, Dr Lumbwe rejoined 
the Defence Force Medical 
Services as a senior registrar 

until 1989, when he 
received a scholarship 
to study Diabetes and 
Endocrinology in 
Sheffield, UK.

Following his 
postgraduate studies, he lectured 
part time at UNZA’s School 
of Medicine and worked at 
Maina Soko Military Hospital, 
where he rose to become 
consultant physician and hospital 
commandant.

A pioneer in public health, 
he co founded the Diabetes 
Association of Zambia (DAZ) 
in 1989, expanding its reach 
nationwide through youth camps 
and clinical training. He was also 
instrumental in drafting Zambia’s 
first HIV/AIDS management 
guidelines, advocating for 
positive living and ending stigma.

As chairperson of the National 
Food and Nutrition Commission 
(NFNC), he spearheaded 
landmark research and the salt 
iodisation programme that 
eliminated iodine deficiency 

disorders (IDD) as a public 
health problem. He also chaired 
the Non Communicable Disease 
(NCD) Steering Committee at the 
Ministry of Health, overseeing 
the establishment of a dedicated 
NCD unit.

Dr Lumbwe retired in 2008 
but continued his work at Mutti 
Kabelenga Health Service 
as a consultant physician – 

endocrinologist/diabetologist.
Literary contributions

Beyond medicine, Dr Lumbwe 
was a prolific author. His works 
include:

•	 Too Young to Die — 
chronicling his experiences during 
the advent of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic.

•	 Ukuli Nsoke Takufwa 
Muntu — an educational 

resource explaining 63 common 
medical conditions in the Bemba 
language.

•	 Sundu! — A political 
satire that won the 2019 Ngoma 
Award for most outstanding book 
in creative writing.

•	 Not My Brothers’ 
Keeper — exploring the history of 
slavery. 

•	 Albert Einstein in the 

Belgian Congo — a compelling 
piece of historical fiction that 
features the famed physicist 
within a narrative set in the 
Congo.

The passing of Dr Lumbwe has 
drawn tributes from the highest 
echelons of the military. Zambia 
Army Commander Geoffrey 
Zyeele, expressed profound 
sadness at the loss of a man 

whose journey from medical 
specialist to military icon was 
truly historic.

“His role at State House 
reflected the high level of trust 
and confidence placed in his 
medical expertise and integrity. 
In recognition of his outstanding 
service, he was elevated to 
the rank of major general,” 
Lieutenant General Zyeele said.

Beyond his professional life, 
Dr Lumbwe was a devoted family 
man. His daughter Bridget recalls: 
“My dad was very much a family 
person. He instilled discipline 
and excellence in serving others. 
Helping your fellow man was 
really what he believed in.”

While strict with his 
children, he was tender with 
his grandchildren. “My father 
delighted in his grandchildren. 
There was a part of him that 
became like a child when he was 
with them,” Bridget said.

His commitment to wellness 
shaped the atmosphere at home. A 
staunch traditionalist and diabetes 
advocate, he insisted on healthy 
eating. “We never used to eat 
chocolate growing up. We thought 
breath mints were sweets because 
sugary snacks were forbidden,” 
Bridget remembered.

Outside medicine and writing, 
Dr Lumbwe was an avid golfer, 
gardener, chess player and 
guitarist. A lifelong Anglican, 
his faith deepened in later years. 
Only last month, he was privately 
confirmed by an Anglican 
bishop at home, a quiet spiritual 
milestone.

As tributes pour in from all 
walks of life, his family reflects 
on a husband and father whose 
public titles never overshadowed 
his private kindness.

Dr Lumbwe will be laid to rest 
today at Leopards Hill Memorial 
Park in Lusaka.

CHISHIMBA Lumbwe was a presidential physician to the three republican Kenneth 
Kaunda, Levy Mwanawasan and Rupiah Banda.

DR LUMBWE’s other major interest was writing a passion that saw him become a prolific and celebrated 
author.

HE ALSO found delight in playing a game of chess or playing his guitar.

AGM 2026: Engineers set to shape Zambia’s future
FOR engineering 

professionals, the 
annual general meeting 
(AGM) is not just an 

ordinary gathering that looks at 
the performance of the institution 
and make resolutions. It is the 
time that great minds bring 
critical thinking, innovation and 
creativity that is desperately 
needed for the country’s economic 
transformation and recovery. 
   This is the time that highlights 
the indispensable role engineering 
professionals play in shaping 
a better, more sustainable and 
technologically advanced future 
for all Zambians.
   The AGM is held alongside 
the symposium which sets stage 
for multitude of presentations, 
brisk discussions and thought-
provoking conversations to unlock 
innovation, drive productivity, and 
build resilient societies that thrive 
in the face of challenges and 
opportunities.

This important annual gathering 
serves as a forum for knowledge 
sharing and discussion on the 
latest technological advancements 
and innovations in various 

engineering disciplines that can be 
used to improve the quality of life.

Therefore, several engineering 
professionals will be present 
to also discuss how they can 
intensify their role as drivers 
of sustainable economic 
development.

Engineering professionals are 
key to designing and managing 
systems and technologies to 
beat climate change, strengthen 
systems, and bolster supply 
chains. EIZ has taken the lead 
charge to instigate the change 
that will create climate-resilient 
solutions that are sustainable and 
secure. 

The institution is ensuring that 
engineers become aggressive in 
increasing energy availability 
and efficiency by designing, 
building and maintaining systems 
for generation, transmission and 
storage, while also driving the 
transition to renewable sources. 
Their work ensures reliable 
access to energy while reducing 
environmental impact.

Naturally, the AGM will be the 
time to air out thoughts and ideas, 
and bring the much-needed voices 

forth for the good of the institution 
and for the country.

This year’s annual general 
meeting is being held from 
April 16-18, 2026, under the 
theme “Sustainable energy, 
smart mining, and regenerative 
agriculture for an innovative 
circular economy”.

The carefully crafted theme is 
forward-thinking and resonates 
well with the institution’s efforts 
in harnessing the collective 
expertise of engineering 
professionals to develop solutions 
that address the energy needs of 
the nation while safeguarding 
the environment for future 
generations. 

It also greatly reflects 
Government’s work towards 
diversification of the country’s 
energy mix – including solar, 
thermal and hydro power – to 
build a more resilient and reliable 
power system.

Furthermore, this is in line 
with Government’s expansion of 
irrigation and promotion of farm 
mechanisation, well aligned with 
the ambitious national target – to 
increase copper production to 

more than three million metric 
tons annually within the next 
decade – while encouraging local 
beneficiation and value addition.

In every one of these sectors, 
engineers are central. Engineers 
design the irrigation systems that 

secure food production. Engineers 
develop the mines that power the 
economy. Engineers build the 
factories that add value to our 
resources. Engineers construct the 
infrastructure that connects our 
communities and also create the 
energy systems that power our 
future.

This theme is a key thread in 
bringing critical minds together 
in a practical sense and leading 
the transition towards a reliable 
energy system. It is therefore 
comforting that many of the 
possible solutions to accelerated 

power development, mining 
and agriculture will be obtained 
through collaborations such as 
this one.

This is the set time for the 
country to see and know the 
engineers’ creativity, innovative 
spirit and the can-do attitude as 
they work together to shape an 

inclusive economic recovery that 
is centred on equity and economic 
mobility.

For the engineering 
professionals, these are 
exceptional times, and the 
institution has taken responsibility 
to act with urgency and strong 
vision. 

Today we are in the middle of 
so many technological demands. 
As the country develops, more 
and more is being demanded of an 
engineer. 

Zambia, like the rest of the 
world, is constantly evolving in 
technology and infrastructure 
development at a fast pace. Now, 
more than ever, EIZ is putting 
together technical ideas and 
gathering critical engineering 
minds to contribute to the 
development of the country in an 
impactful way.  

EIZ has a pool of qualified 
engineering professionals that are 
taking centre stage in advising and 
offering solutions to the challenges 
the engineering sector is facing.

And as the AGM and 
symposium draws closer, hundreds 
of engineers have heeded the 

call and are coming together 
this April to pool their diverse 
perspectives and expertise and 
create synergies that will enable 
them to tackle complex problems 
more effectively.

This year’s AGM will also 
have elections. The institution 
is therefore holding a debate for 
presidential and vice-presidential 
candidates on April 16, 2026, prior 
to voting.

This is in an effort to ensure that 
members know the trajectory that 
their candidates would take and to 
encourage issue-based discussion. 
The new constitution has also 
paved way for early voting. 

The AGM is expected to be 
graced by His Excellency the 
President of Zambia Mr Hakainde 
Hichilema and will be held 
alongside an exhibition that is 
attracting over 80 companies 
selling their brands and services, 
and several renowned speakers 
from all corners of the globe.

The author is EIZ public 
relations manager.
Email: pr@eiz.org.zm Call: 
0960373849
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LUSAKA – Government 
has called on businesses 
to emulate initiatives that 
directly improve people’s 
livelihoods, as MTN Mobile 
Money Zambia launched 
a nationwide promotion 
offering customers a 
chance to win a house and 
cash prizes.
   Speaking during the 
launch, Minister of 
Commerce, Trade and 
Industry Chipoka Mulenga 
said the “Wina Nyumba 
Na MoMo” campaign 
demonstrates how 
the private sector can 

complement government 
efforts in improving living 
standards.
   Mr Mulenga urged 
more companies to go 
beyond profit-making and 
contribute meaningfully to 
society.
  He also commended 
the partnership between 
MTN MoMo and Micmar 
Investments Limited, noting 
that such collaborations 
support national 
development while helping 
to reduce Zambia’s housing 
deficit.
                 DOREEN NAWA

LUSAKA – Minister of Mines 
and Minerals Development 
Paul Kabuswe has presented 
the Minerals Regulation 
Commission (Amendment) 
Bill Number 32 of 2026 
before Parliament.
   The bill seeks to revise the 
composition of the board 
of the Minerals Regulation 
Commission and provide for 
matters connected with or 
incidental to the Act.
    Following its introduction, 
the bill was read for the first 
time in Parliament, as an 
initial procedural step that 
formally places it before the 
House.
   It has since been referred 
to the Committee on 

National Economy, Trade 
and Labour Matters for 
further consideration.
    The committee is 
expected to examine 
the content of the bill 
and submit its report to 
Parliament in due course.
    As part of this process, 
Members of Parliament have 
been encouraged to make 
submissions in line with the 
committee’s programme of 
work.
  The proposed amendments 
signal a positive step 
towards having a board that 
will enhence the operations 
of the commission, such as 
issuance of mining rights 
licences. TRYNESS TEMBO

Kabuswe tables Minerals Regulation Bill

Briefs

MoMo promotion to award house

Infant milk scare
COMESA sounds alarm on baby milk safety

	                      

                                  

   

	                        

NKOMBO KACHEMBA 
Lusaka 

THE COMESA 
Competition 
and Consumer 
Commission has 
issued a public 
warning following 

the recall of several infant milk 
brands suspected to contain a 
harmful toxin, raising concerns 
over consumer safety across 
member states.
   In a notice dated April 8, the 
commission said it had been 

alerted to multiple product 
recalls involving infant formula 
manufactured by Nutricia 
Southern Africa and other brands 
distributed in international 
markets.
  The affected products are 
suspected to contain traces of 
cereulide, a toxin that can cause 
nausea, vomiting and abdominal 
cramps when consumed at 
elevated levels.
   Among the recalled products 
are Nutricia Aptamil Nutribiotik 2 
(800g) and Aptajunior Nutribiotik 
3 (800g), with a total of 2,989 

units affected.
The recall was initially 

announced by the National 
Consumer Commission of South 
Africa following findings that a 
raw material used in production 
may have been contaminated.

The products were reportedly 
sold through major South African 
retailers including Dis-Chem and 
Clicks and distributed by United 
Pharmaceutical since August 
2025.

Authorities have also 
confirmed that the same products 
were exported to Botswana and 

Namibia, raising the risk of wider 
regional exposure.

In a separate development, the 
commission highlighted another 
recall involving Aptamil and 
Nursie infant milk products after 
an alert issued by Morocco’s 
National Office for Food Safety. 
The agency warned that the 
affected products could cause 
digestive complications due to 
possible cereulide contamination. 
Moroccan authorities have since 
seized the products and plan to 
destroy them after completing the 
recall process.

The affected batches span 
multiple product variants and 
sizes, including Nursia, Nursie 
Comfort, Aptamil Premium, and 
Aptajunior ranges, with expiry 
dates stretching into 2027.

The commission further noted 
that these products are marketed 
across several COMESA member 
states, including Mauritius, Egypt 
and Tunisia, by distributors such 
as Danone, Ubuy, Kim-Fay and 
Carrefour.

Earlier this year, French 
multinational Danone also 
recalled several batches of 

Aptamil and Cow & Gate 
infant milk products in Europe 
after detecting the same toxin, 
indicating a broader global safety 
concern.

The commission has since 
urged consumers across the 
COMESA region to exercise 
caution when purchasing infant 
milk products and to verify 
batch numbers where possible. 
Consumers who encounter the 
affected products are advised 
to report the matter to relevant 
national consumer protection 
authorities.

“Given the potential health 
risks, consumers should remain 
vigilant and avoid using any 
of the recalled products,” the 
commission said, adding that 
it is working closely with 
member states to ensure affected 
consumers are informed and 
provided with appropriate 
redress.

The warning comes amid 
growing scrutiny over food 
safety standards and cross-border 
product monitoring, particularly 
for sensitive products such as 
infant nutrition.

Kopala 100 Summit launched
TRYNESS TEMBO 
Lusaka 

GOVERNMENT has called for 
strong partnerships in driving 
Zambia’s innovation agenda 
as a key catalyst for economic 
transformation, as it launches the 
National Technology Business 
Centre (NTBC) Kopala 100 
Summit.
    The summit reflects the 
Government’s unwavering 
commitment to advancing science, 
technology and innovation 
as key drivers of economic 
transformation.

Ministry of Technology and 
Science Permanent Secretary 
Brilliant Habeenzu said the 

Government, through the ministry, 
has prioritised innovation as a 
critical enabler.

Dr Habeenzu said this during 
the launch of the summit on 
Thursday last week.  

“Our focus is to build a resilient, 
inclusive and knowledge-based 
economy, one that empowers 
our young people, supports 
entrepreneurship, and creates 
sustainable jobs.

Dr Habeenzu noted that NTBC 
has continued to play a central 
role in this agenda by fostering 
innovation, supporting start-
ups, and facilitating technology 
commercialisation over the years.

Regarding the summit, he 
said the platform has not only 

connected start-ups to investors to 
secure funding, expand operations 
and gain national recognition, but 
has also created real impact with 
local enterprises gaining regional 
recognition.

He added that despite these 
successes, the Government is 
mindful of the challenges that 
affect investment readiness. 

Dr Habeenzu said for this 
reason, the Government has 
provided policy directions for the 
implementation of its Kopala 100 
2026 initiative.

Earlier, UNDP resident 
representative to Zambia James 
Wakiaga said the summit aims to 
bring 100 start-ups and innovators 
together with investors, providing 

a platform for ideas to flourish, 
for partnerships to form, and for 
investments to drive Zambia’s 
transformation.

In a speech read on his behalf 
by inclusive growth specialist 
Chali Selisho, Mr Wakiaga said the 
summit is intentionally designed 
to deepen the innovation pipeline, 
strengthening the full journey from 
ideation to commercialisation, as 
the UNDP has been doing through 
its Timbuktoo initiative.

And Finnish Ambassador to 
Zambia Saana Halinen said the 
event is meant to support the 
growth of Zambia as an attractive 
and promising place to invest 
for both local and international 
investors. 

TRYNESS TEMBO
Lusaka

ACCESS Bank Zambia says 
the lifting of the export ban on 
maize and mealie meal signals a 
shift towards a more liberalised 
agricultural trade regime aimed 
at boosting farmer incomes 
and enhancing regional market 
access.

On Thursday, Government 
removed restrictions on the 
export of maize grain and 
related products, including 
mealie meal.

According to the bank’s latest 
Market Watch report, the move 
is expected to improve earnings 
for producers and ease domestic 
oversupply pressures, but may 
also raise concerns over short-
term food price stability and 
local supply adequacy.

“The policy reflects a 
balancing act between 
supporting agricultural 
competitiveness and 
safeguarding food security, with 
authorities relying on existing 
grain reserves and regulated 
export permits to manage risks,” 
the report states.

The bank notes that Zambia’s 
recent policy and financing 
developments point to continued 
efforts towards macroeconomic 
stabilisation and external re-
engagement, although fiscal 

and debt dynamics remain 
vulnerable to global commodity 
and energy price volatility.

It adds that rising oil prices 
linked to tensions in the Middle 
East pose a key near-term risk, 
particularly given Zambia’s 
dependence on imports.

However, these risks are 
partly offset by stronger copper-
related inflows, which continue 
to support the country’s balance 
of payments.

More broadly, the report 
indicates that the economy 
remains sensitive to shifts in 
global risk sentiment, warning 
that sustained inflationary 
pressures could complicate 
monetary easing and keep local 
financing conditions tight.

“At the same time, ongoing 
engagement with creditors 
and reform momentum 
remain central to improving 
market confidence and 
supporting medium-term debt 
sustainability,” the report adds.

On the currency market, the 
Kwacha closed Thursday at 
K19.23 against the US dollar, 
according to Bloomberg data, 
continuing to trade around 
its 50-day moving average of 
K19.3106.

The bank further notes 
that global sentiment remains 
generally positive despite 
heightened geopolitical risks, 

adding that provisional tax 
payment deadlines could support 
the local unit in the short term.

“Therefore, we expect the 
Kwacha to close the week on 
a relatively strong footing, 
although softer copper prices 
may limit its upside due to 
terms-of-trade pressures,” the 
report states.

Meanwhile, the Bank 
of Zambia recorded strong 
investor demand at its latest 
treasury bill auction, which was 
oversubscribed.

Bids reached approximately 
K2.6 billion against an offer of 
K2.2 billion, with the central 
bank maintaining its borrowing 
target at K2.2 billion.

According to results for 
Treasury Bill Tender No. 
07/2026 held on April 2, the 91-
day bill attracted K823.6 million 
in bids against an offer of K440 
million, with K712.42 million 
accepted.

The 182-day bill recorded 
lower demand, receiving K310 
million in bids against an offer 
of K500 million.

For the 273-day tenor, K603 
million was bid against K530 
million on offer, with K552 
million accepted, while the 364-
day bill attracted K845 million 
in bids against an offer of K730 
million, with K648 million taken 
up.

Zambia on 
track – Kabeta
NKOMBO KACHEMBA 
Lusaka 

MINISTRY  of Mines and 
Minerals Development Permanent 
Secretary Hapenga Kabeta 
says Zambia is on course to 
reach the ambitious one million 
tonnes copper production target, 
following record output and 
sustained sector reforms.

Dr Kabeta said preliminary data 
indicates strong momentum in 
the mining industry, with copper 
production reaching an all-time 
high of about 891,000 tonnes at 
the close of 2025.

He said the achievement 
marks a significant milestone 
for the country and reflects the 
impact of ongoing reforms and 
enhanced collaboration between 
Government and the private 
sector.

Dr Kabeta was speaking during 
a Public-Private Dialogue (PPD) 
Mining Technical Working Group 
(TWG), which he described 
as a productive platform that 
has enabled open and honest 
engagement on issues affecting 
the mining industry.

He said the forum has 
allowed stakeholders to address 
challenges transparently and work 
towards improving the operating 
environment in the sector.

He cited the enactment of the 
Minerals Regulation Commission 
Act at the end of 2024 and 
the Geological and Mineral 
Development Act in early 2025 as 
key milestones.

Export ban lift to boost 
farmers – Access Bank
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LuSE turnover rises 7 percent 
TRYNESS TEMBO
Lusaka

THE Lusaka 
Securities 
Exchange (LuSE) 
recorded a total 
market turnover 
of K64.3 million 

last month, representing a seven 
percent increase from February.

During the period under 
review, several stocks posted 
notable gains.

AECI edged up from 
K129.67 to K129.88, while 
Airtel Networks Zambia surged 
from K139.31 to K175.00.

ZCCM-IH rose from 
K166.82 to K170.00, Zambia 
Forestry and Forest Industries 
Corporation climbed from 
K4.50 to K5.00, and Zambia 
Sugar advanced from K72.80 to 

K74.98 per share.
LuSE chief executive officer 

Nicholas Kabaso said, however, 
that some counters recorded 
marginal declines. 

Bata closed at K8.39 from 
K8.50, BATZ fell from K14.37 
to K12.99, while Copperbelt 
Energy Corporation (CEC) 
dropped from K18.44 to 
K17.92. Chilanga Cement 
also declined from K80.50 to 
K77.60.

Other laggards included 
Puma, which fell to K2.50 from 
K3.00, Standard Chartered 
Bank Zambia, which dropped 
to K1.30 from K1.97, and 
Zambeef Products, which 
declined from K2.14 to K1.25.

Metal Fabricators of Zambia 
decreased to K55.00 from 
K59.39, while Zanaco eased to 
K9.74 from K9.89.

REIZ Real Estate Investment 
Trust remained unchanged at 
US$0.09 per share.

“This divergence between 
price appreciation and turnover 
suggests that gains were driven 
primarily by selective demand 
in key securities rather than 
broad-based market activity,” 
Mr Kabaso said in the March 
market performance statement.

He added that retail 
participation through the LuSE 
Mobile App remained strong, 
with registered users rising to 
36,058, representing a nine 
percent month-on-month 
increase.

Mr Kabaso said the sustained 
growth highlights LuSE’s 
commitment to advancing 
financial inclusion, with the 
mobile platform enabling 
seamless account access, 

real-time market data, and 
convenient trading.

He noted that the platform 
continues to attract younger and 
first-time investors, broadening 
participation beyond traditional 
institutional and high-net-worth 
segments.

In the fixed-income segment, 
secondary market activity also 
strengthened, with total bond 
turnover rising to K6.5 billion 
in March from K5.7 billion in 
February.

On a year-to-date basis, the 
market delivered a solid first-
quarter performance, recording 
gains of 5.30 percent in local 
currency terms and 20.74 
percent in US dollar terms, 
reinforcing LuSE’s appeal 
as a frontier market for both 
domestic and international 
investors.

Mr Kabaso said March 
also saw continued capital 
appreciation, with the Lusaka 
All Share Index closing at 
27,289.81 points, up one 
percent from the previous 
month.

“March was a landmark 
month for LuSE, highlighted 
by the debut listing of Klapton 
Reinsurance via introduction,” 
he said.

The company commenced 
trading with 2.82 billion 
ordinary shares at K0.35 per 
share, representing 25 percent 
of its issued share capital.

“Notably, Klapton Re 
becomes the first Moody’s-
rated entity to list on the 
LuSE Main Board, marking 
a significant milestone in 
enhancing market credibility 
and investor confidence,” Mr 

Kabaso said.
He added that the 

development follows the recent 
listing of DotCom Zambia in 
December, signalling renewed 
listing momentum on the 
exchange.

As at monthend, total 
market capitalisation stood at 
approximately K341.9 billion 
(about US$17 billion).

Looking ahead, Mr Kabaso 
said the outlook for both equity 
and fixed-income markets 
remains positive, supported by 
sustained capital appreciation, 
rising retail participation, and 
improving market turnover.

“These trends position 
LuSE for continued growth 
and reinforce its role as a key 
platform for capital formation 
and investment in the region,” 
he said.

SEBASTIAN MTEFURA
Chirundu

THE Department of Fisheries in 
Chirundu District in Southern 
Province has stocked the 
Machavika and Siankapu dams with 
over 14,000 fish fingerlings.

Speaking after the stocking 
exercise, Chirundu District 
Commissioner Patrick Kasambila 
said the stocking exercise was 
in line with the Eighth National 
Development Plan (8NDP), which 
aims to promote, among other 
things, economic diversification.

“This is in line with the Eighth 
National Development Plan, 
which aims to promote economic 
diversification, aquaculture 
and fisheries value chain as 
a contributor to the country’s 
gross domestic product. This act 
will greatly reduce malnutrition 
and poverty among the local 
communities through fish farming 
and improved access to high protein 
at the doorstep,” Mr Kasambila 
said.

He added the Zambian 
government is committed to seeing 
its citizens, especially children, 

have access to good nutrition.
Chirundu Town Council 

chairperson Nevers Muchindu 
called upon the traditional 
leadership as well as the residents to 
guard the fish fingerlings jealously.

Chief Chipepo, who spoke 
through his representative, 
Emmanuel Dyololo, cautioned 
residents against using mosquito 
nets and other illegal fishing gear 
once the go-ahead to start fishing 
has been given.

“Anyone found wanting will 
face stiff punishment according to 
the guidelines that have been laid 

down,” he said.
Chirundu district fisheries 

and livestock coordinator Lloyd 
Mweemba said the intention of 
Government is to take development 
to the people. This has been 
manifested through the fish 
fingerlings that will provide protein 
to the communities.

Mr Mweemba said the residents 
will start fishing in March 2027. 
Fishing will 
be through a 
hook and line 
and not nets 
so as to avoid 

depleting the fish in the dams and 
to enable every member of the 
community to have access to the 
resource.

“The catches from the fishing 
will not be for sale but consumption 
for the local residents,” he further 
said.

A resident of Machavika village, 
Bridget Siamanenga, who is also a 
committee member of Machavika 

Dam, welcomed 
the stocking of 
fish fingerlings 
in her area. “The 
stocking of these 

dams will elevate the livelihoods of 
members in the community as they 
will have access to food in form of 
fish,” Ms Siamanenga added.

She said as a committee, they 
have the mandate to pass on the 
guidelines to the members of the 
community that may not be aware 
of the guidelines so that the fish can 
be well protected. 

The dams have been stocked 
with mixed sex fish fingerlings of 
the oreochromis niloticus species, 
commonly referred to as the bream, 
and have been locally procured 
from Chirundu Bream Farms. 

Chirundu dams restocked with fingerlings 

HLUPEKILE NDHLOVU
Masaiti

OVER 99 percent of targeted 
beneficiaries under the Farmer Input 
Support Programme (FISP) were 
successfully verified for the 2025/2026 
farming season in Copperbelt 
Province.

Speaking during a FISP review 
meeting held in Masaiti District, 
provincial agriculture coordinator 
Sekanayo Ng’ambi revealed that out of 
93,688 targeted farmers, 93,462 were 
positively verified using the electronic 
Know Your Customer (e-KYC) 
system. 

She said the province had 61,952 
farmers who met Food Reserve 
Agency (FRA) bonding requirement 
before it was waived off.

She explained that the programme 
is aimed at improving household 
food security and increasing incomes 
among small-scale farmers, and it was 
implemented across all 10 districts 
in the province using the e-voucher 
system. 

Ms Ng’ambi noted that the 
e-voucher system significantly 
improved efficiency, particularly in 
targeting beneficiaries and reducing 
the presence of ghost farmers.

“The system also shortened the time 
farmers take to access inputs, while 

allowing extension officers to focus 
more on advisory services,” she said.

She said despite these achievements, 
the province recorded several 
operational challenges. Among them 
were issues related to pre-tagging of 
farmers, which led to the inclusion of 
inactive beneficiaries, and difficulties 
in replacing ineligible farmers before 
the closure of the programme. 

Ms Ng’ambi explained that some 
farmers failed to redeem inputs due 
to loss of registered phone numbers 
or use of different numbers when 
transacting with the Food Reserve 
Agency (FRA), making verification 
difficult. 

She said the agro-dealers that 

participated in 
the programme 
were well 
equipped with 
inputs and 
farmers were able to get all the inputs 
they wanted on time.

Meanwhile, senior marketing 
development officer Alick Chirwa 
emphasised the importance of 
strengthening monitoring systems 
and improving coordination 
among stakeholders to ensure the 
programme achieves its intended 
objectives.

Mr Chirwa emphasised the need 
to enhance sensitisation of farmers 
and community leaders, improved 

responsiveness 
from ICT 
support teams, 
and increased 
monitoring at 

camp level to curb manipulation of 
the system. 

He further encouraged the need to 
restricting pre-tagging to approved 
beneficiary lists, empowering district 
officers to remove ineligible farmers, 
and improving coordination in the 
distribution of redemption codes.

“FISP remains a key government 
initiative aimed at supporting 
small-scale farmers through 
subsidised agricultural inputs, 
thereby contributing to national food 

security and rural livelihoods,” Mr 
Chirwa said.

He said the province has already 
started data cleaning by ensuring 
that farmers have correct NRCs, 
phone numbers and correct names 
in the system, and the consolidated 
list will be submitted to the 
headquarters and Food Reverve 
Agency.

Mr Chirwa said the ZIAMIS 
system has been enhanced to enable 
FRA to access the system so that 
even farmers who will supply to 
FRA will be paid through their 
mobile numbers. “FISP is starting 
early, by July, and farmers should be 
ready as well,” Mr Chirwa stated.

USHELY JOSEPH 
Katete

KATETE district agricultural 
coordinator Kabange Masenga 
reiterated the importance of 
knowledge dissemination 
and farmer participation in 
extension activities during a 
field day.

Mr Masenga noted that field 
days are an essential component 
of agricultural extension, as 
they provide farmers with 
hands-on experience and an 
opportunity to interact directly 
with experts.

“What we are witnessing here 
today is not just a gathering, 
but a knowledge-sharing 
platform where farmers are 
learning practical solutions 
to real challenges such as soil 
degradation, erratic rainfall, and 
pest management,” he said.

He encouraged farmers 
to adopt recommended 
practices such as conservation 
agriculture, integrated soil 
fertility management, and 
timely land preparation in order 
to improve yields and sustain 
their farming enterprises.

Katete District recently 
hosted a vibrant and impactful 
district field day, bringing 
together farmers, agricultural 
experts and key stakeholders 
to promote climate-smart 
agriculture and sustainable 
farming practices.

The event, which attracted 
a large turnout of smallholder 
farmers from across the district, 
served as a practical learning 
platform aimed at enhancing 
productivity, strengthening 
resilience to climate change, 
and improving household food 
security.

Gracing the occasion, Katete 
Town Council chairperson 
Fanuel Chama emphasised the 
critical role of agriculture in 
driving economic development 
and improving livelihoods in 
the district.

In his remarks, Mr Chama 
highlighted the Government’s 
commitment to supporting 
farmers through policies and 
programmes that promote 
sustainable land management, 

increased productivity, and 
resilience to climate variability.

“Agriculture remains the 
backbone of our district’s 
economy. It is therefore 
imperative that we adopt 
modern and climate-smart 
farming practices that will 
enable us to withstand the 
effects of climate change while 
increasing production and 
incomes,” he said.

He further urged farmers to 
take advantage of extension 
services and demonstration 
platforms such as field days to 
acquire new knowledge and 
technologies that can transform 
their farming systems.

AKTC representative 
Mushindu Lushomo reaffirmed 
the organisation’s commitment 
to empowering farmers through 
training, capacity building, 
and access to agricultural 
knowledge.

“Our goal is to ensure that 
farmers are equipped with the 
right knowledge and skills to 
improve productivity and adapt 
to changing climatic conditions. 
Through partnerships such as 
this, we are able to reach more 
farmers and make a meaningful 
impact at community level,” he 
said.

Mr Lushomo added that 
AKTC will continue working 
closely with the Ministry 
of Agriculture and other 
stakeholders to promote 
innovation and best practices in 
agriculture.

With increasing challenges 
posed by climate change, such 
initiatives are proving vital in 
strengthening the resilience of 
smallholder farmers in Katete 
District. The field day not only 
reinforced the importance 
of knowledge sharing, but 
also highlighted the power 
of partnerships in advancing 
agricultural development.

As Katete continues to 
embrace sustainable agricultural 
practices, stakeholders 
remain optimistic that such 
collaborative efforts will lead 
to improved productivity, 
enhanced food security, and 
better livelihoods for farming 
communities

Extension services 
key in boosting 
farm productivity

Copperbelt FISP farmers verified 

KABASO 

Sustained growth highlights LuSE’s commitment to advancing financial inclusion
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Liverpool earn vital win ahead of Champions League clash against PSG 
‘Ngumoha’s impact no surprise’

LIVERPOOL - 
Arne Slot said 
Rio Ngumoha 
is ready to be 
thrown into 
any situation 

after scoring his first Anfield 
goal in a 2-0 win over Fulham 
on Saturday, which eased 
the rising pressure on the 
Liverpool boss.

The 17-year-old had already 

netted his first Premier League 
goal with a late winner away 
at Newcastle in Liverpool's 
second game of the season.

Despite a difficult campaign, 
Slot has largely resisted the 
clamour to rely on Ngumoha 
as a game-changer.

But he has started three of 
Liverpool's last eight games, 
with Slot encouraged by his 
physical development and 

more end product.
That faith was rewarded as 

Ngumoha produced a sublime 
strike to become Liverpool's 
youngest-ever Premier League 
goalscorer at Anfield.

Mohamed Salah then netted 
in his first home appearance 
since announcing he will leave 
at the end of the season as 
Liverpool snapped a three-
game losing streak.

"He has such a special 
quality which you don't see 
a lot in football anymore, 
dominating the one v one 
situation and that's exactly 
what he did when he scored his 
goal," said Slot on Ngumoha's 
impact.

"I've said a few weeks 
ago that his playing time 
will increase because he got 
stronger and stronger, showed 

more and more when he came 
in (to games), but also in 
training sessions.

"That it wasn't only a nice 
trick, but there was more and 
more end product to what he 
did.

"There was more and more 
power, which is needed if you 
play against the best defenders 
in the world and I don't think 
anyone is surprised that, at this 

moment in time, he scored his 
first goal (at Anfield)."

Liverpool face a much 
stiffer test tomorrow if they 
are to overcome a 2-0 first-leg 
deficit against holders Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG) in the 
Champions League.

Slot, though, believes 
Ngumoha is ready for that 
elite level, even if he is unsure 
whether the teenager will be 

fresh enough to start.
"I think he's ready. The 

question, of course, is can he 
do this two days later again?" 
Slot added.

"In the beginning of the 
season, he was a young player, 
getting some experience with 
the first team, but now he's 
just someone I can pick for 
any game. So also the one on 
Tuesday."  	              AFP

RABAT - ASFAR have struck a 
key blow in their all-Moroccan 
CAF Champions League semi-
final, defeating RS Berkane 2-0 
in the first leg, held at tPrince 
Moulay Abdellah Stadium in 
Rabat on Saturday night.

The Royal Armed Forces 
club, nicknamed Al Zaeem, 
struck twice in the second half 
via Ahmed Hammoudane and 
Khalid Ait Ouarkhane to put 
themselves well on course for 
a return to the final for the first 
time since their only continental 
championship way back in 
1985.

A tense opening quarter saw 
the teams exchange attacking 
moments, without any clear 
chances created at either end.

ASFAR had an appeal for a 
penalty in the 26th minute when 
winger Ahmed Hammoudane 
tumbled in the 18-yard area, 
but the referee opted against 
awarding a spot kick, and his 
decision was validated by 
television replays.

In the 33rd minute, the 
hosts created space for Nolan 

Mbemba to fire a low drive 
on target from the left of the 
penalty area, but Berkane 
goalkeeper Anas Zniti made a 
relatively comfortable save.

The Royal Armed Forces 
side enjoyed a couple more 
promising moments, but the 
half closed with the score still 
locked at 0-0.

ASFAR continued to push 
through the early stages of the 
second half, and they found 
the back of the net shortly 
before the hour mark, with 
Hammoudan capitalising on a 
loose ball after Youssef El Fahli 
had been denied by Zniti, firing 
home a left-footed shot for 1-0.

Berkane responded well 
to going behind and built up 
a strong sense of attacking 
pressure, but that was punctured 
in the 80th minute when a 
ball fell kindly for Khalid 
Ait Ouarkhane on the edge 
of the penalty area, and he 
emphatically struck home a low 
drive to see the hosts 2-0 up.

Al Zaeem had further 
chances to add to their 

advantage, but also had to 
weather a late storm from the 
Oranges, who pushed hard to 
secure a vital away goal but 
were ultimately left frustrated 
in their attempts.

The return game will be held 
at Berkane Municipal Stadium 
on Saturday evening. 

The aggregate winners will 
advance to the final to face 
either Mamelodi Sundowns or 
Esperance de Tunis.

And in what was a tightly 
contested CAF Confederation 
Cup, USM Alger and OC Safi 
played to a tense 0-0 draw in 
their first-leg, semi-final clash 
at Stade du Juliet on Saturday 
night.

It was all USM Alger during 
the opening exchanges of the 
match as they often exploited 
gaps in Safi’s backline, 
particularly on either side of the 
18-yard area. 

Safi appeared to struggle 
under the home side’s pressure 
and often found themselves on 
the back foot early on.   		
	           BACKPAGE TXT

ASFAR strike key blow in 
all-Moroccan semi-final

BERGAMO - AC Milan 
relinquished any remaining 
hope of winning the Serie A 
title on Saturday after falling 
to a shock 3-0 home defeat by 
Udinese, while Juventus beat 
Atalanta 1-0 to move into the 
Champions League positions.

A Davide Bartesaghi own 
goal and Jurgen Ekkelenkamp's 
glancing header in the first 
half, and Arthur Atta's superb 
low finish in the 71st minute, 
left Milan nine points behind 
Inter Milan ahead of the league 
leaders' clash at Como last 
night.

With six matches remaining 
in their season, even an Inter 
loss at Como would leave 
third-placed Milan with a near-
impossible gap to close.

And a Como win would 
not be good news either as 
the lakeside outfit currently 
sit fifth and five points behind 
Milan, who have lost three of 
four matches since winning 
last month's Milan derby, after 
Juventus moved provisionally 
fourth.

Jeremie Boga bundled home 
the only goal in an uneventful 
match in Bergamo, the day after 
coach Luciano Spalletti – hired 
with the aim of getting Juve into 
the Champions League – signed 
a new deal with the Turin club 
until 2028.

Milan host Juventus in a 
fortnight, a match which looks 
likely to be key to the top-four 
positions come May, and Allegri 
described as "right" the loud 
whistles which accompanied the 
end of the game at the San Siro.

"This defeat should make us 
understand that our qualification 
for the Champions League 

is under threat," Milan coach 
Massimiliano Allegri said.

Udinese moved into the 
top half of the table after an 
impressive away performance in 
which Nicolo Zaniolo, who was 
the rising star of Italian football 
before suffering two serious 
knee injuries in 2020, was the 
standout player.

Zaniolo has had a difficult 
time since being dumped by 
Roma in 2023, and he was not 
selected for the Italy squad, 
which recently missed out on a 
third straight World Cup.

But the 26-year-old has found 
a home at Udinese and he was 
key to Bartesaghi's own goal in 
the 27th minute, as the attacker 
charged upfield on the counter-
attack before offloading to Atta, 
whose cross was deflected into 
the Milan net.

Ten minutes later, Zaniolo 
whipped in a beautiful, inch-
perfect cross for Ekkelenkamp to 
double the away side's lead and 
spark rumblings of discontent in 
the San Siro stands.

Milan pushed up on Udinese 
after the break, when Allegri 
brought on burly centre forward 
Niclas Fullkrug, and Alexis 
Saelemaekers could barely 
believe it when Maduka Okoye 
palmed his half-volley onto the 
crossbar in the 51st minute.

Atta sealed the points for 
Udinese 20 minutes later when 
he was allowed to burst towards 
goal and roll a sneaky low shot 
in at Mike Maignan's near post.

The discontent was clear 
when boos met Rafael Leao's 
substitution soon afterwards, and 
those who were still in the seats 
at the end made their feelings 
known at the final whistle.   AFP

Milan's title hopes 
in tatters

BARCELONA - Lamine 
Yamal set up two goals and 
scored another as Barcelona 
took a significant step 
towards defending their 
LaLiga title with a 4-1 
derby win over Espanyol on 
Saturday.

Ferran Torres netted twice 
with Yamal and Marcus 
Rashford finding the net late 
on, as the Catalans moved 
nine points clear of second-
placed rivals Real Madrid.

Los Blancos drew 1-1 
against Girona on Friday 
and with seven games 
remaining, one of which is a 
Clasico at Camp Nou in May, 
Hansi Flick's side have a 

commanding lead.
Barcelona face Atletico 

Madrid tomorrow in the 
Champions League quarter-
finals, aiming to fight back 
from a 2-0 first-leg defeat, but 
the coach still picked a strong 
side against Espanyol.

Midfielder Pedri Gonzalez 
and 18-year-old winger 
Yamal played the full match 
as Flick tried not to let the 
second leg disrupt the team's 
league campaign.

After a strong start to the 
season, Espanyol were beaten 
at home by Barcelona in the 
first game of 2026 and have 
failed to win a match since. 	            	
	                           AFP

Barca thrash Espanyol 
to extend Liga lead

GREEN Buffaloes 
midfielder Stephan 
Ikpeme (right) traps 
the ball during a 
Super League Week 
28 match against 
Mutondo Stars 
at Edwin Imboela 
Stadium in Lusaka on 
Saturday. The teams 
drew 1-1.  
	              PICTURE: 
         BUFFALOES MEDIA
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Makeni, Roan, Trident, Forest win, Ndola stun Chirundu United

Topflight promotion 
race gains momentum
MULWANDA LUPIYA
Lusaka

MAKENI All 
Stars, Roan 
United, 
Trident 
and Forest 
Rangers on 

Saturday registered victories in 
Week 30 fixtures to move closer 
to winning promotion to the 
Super League.

With four rounds remaining 
before the 2025/26 season ends, 
National League leaders Makeni 
have 59 points, one better than 
Roan in second slot.

Trident are third with 57 
points, four clear of fourth-
placed Forest Rangers, who are 
tied on points with Chirundu 
United in fifth position.

RIVER 2 MAKENI 3
Makeni showed character 

beating relegation-threatened 
River Plate in a five-goal thriller 
at Independence Stadium in 
Lusaka.

Ignatius Phiri drew first 
blood for Makeni on 13 minutes 
but a minute later, Chisenga 
Lukwemba levelled.

Lukwemba completed his 
brace on 41 minutes.

Cosmas Phiri restored parity 
on 51 minutes before Joseph 
Chandwila ensured victory in 
the 80th minute.

Plate are second from bottom 
with 23 points.

JUMULO 0 ROAN 1
Roan bolstered their hopes 

of ending their 12-year absence 

from the topflight after edging 
Jumulo in a Luanshya derby.

Defender Emmanuel 
Muchinga was the hero after 
netting a solitary goal on 
22 minutes at the Football 
Association of Zambia School of 
Excellence.

Tenth-placed Jumulo have 34 
points.

TRIDENT 2 KITWE 0
Striker Dryson Phiri netted a 

brace to propel Trident to victory 
against Kitwe United at Sentinel 
Grounds in Kalumbila.

Phiri opened the scoring 
on the stroke of half-time and 
completed a double on 48 
minutes.

Kitwe are occupying the 12th 
position with 32 points.

FOREST 1 ATLETICO 0
On-loan Green Buffaloes 

midfielder John Kosamu scored 
a winner against Atletico Lusaka 
at Dola Hill Ground in Ndola 
for Forest to leapfrog Chirundu 
from fourth slot.

Kosamu got the clincher on 
85 minutes.

Atletico are perched ninth 
with 37 points.

Week 30 results:
Ndola United 1 Chirundu 

United 0
Chambishi 0 Lumwana 

Radiants 0
Forest Rangers 1 Atletico 

Lusaka 0
Jumulo 0 Roan United 1
Trident 2 Kitwe United 0

River Plate 2 Makeni All Stars 
3 Kafue Celtic 3 Mpulungu 

Harbour 0 (walkover)

ELIZABETH CHATUVELA
Lusaka

FOR many footballers, 
the final whistle of their 
playing career signals a 
move to the dugout.

Coaching has long been the 
common path for several retired 
players.

Rather than following the 
usual route, former striker 
Lineker Mwikisa has become a 
match analyst specialist. 

He is currently under-17 girls 
national team video analyst.

Mwikisa is responsible 
for studying match footage, 
analysing opponents’ tactics, 
assessing player performance 
and providing actionable 
insights to coaches and players. 

His work helps the coaching 
team make informed decisions 
on strategy, training focus and 
player development.

Born and raised in Choma, 
Mwikisa’s life has always 
revolved around football.

He attended Shampande 
Basic School and completed 
his Grade 12 at Namwianga 
Christian Secondary School. 

Football was never a hobby; 
it was part of his upbringing.

His biggest inspiration was 
his father, Fain Mwiikisa, a 
respected football administrator.

In the early 2000s, Mwikisa’s 
father was Football Association 
of Zambia spokesperson.

Growing up in that 
environment meant that 
Mwikisa was constantly 
surrounded by discussions about 
the game.

“I grew up with football 
around me. It shaped the way 
I understood the game from a 
very young age,” he recalls.

While many players only 
think about life after football 
when retirement approaches, 
Mwikisa began preparing early. 

While still playing abroad, 
he enrolled at the Swiss 
School of Business and 
Management, where he pursued 
a Bachelor’s degree in business 
administration in sports 
management. 

Balancing football and 
academics was far from easy.

“After training, I would 
be very tired but I still had 
assignments and exams to 
prepare for,” Mwikisa recalled.

“It was challenging but 
my desire to change football 
management kept me going.”

His playing career, however, 
took an unexpected turn while 
he was in Oman. 

A knee injury revealed a 
complete tear of his anterior 
cruciate ligament (ACL). After 
undergoing surgery at Linksfield 
Hospital, Mwikisa faced a 
difficult decision.

Already in his late 30s, he 
realised that returning to the 
pitch for just a few more years 
could risk further injury.

Instead, he chose to retire 
and fully pursue his vision of 
football management.

Today, Mwikisa believes 
the future of the game lies 
in modern and professional 
administration.

He points to several gaps in 
Zambian football, including 
the need for stronger youth 
development systems, data 
analytics, performance analysis 
and professional expertise 

such as nutritionists and sports 
psychologists.

“Football today is driven 
by data and innovation. Clubs 
must evolve and also learn to 
generate their own revenue 
rather than relying only on 
sponsors,” Mwikisa said.

His experience working with 
Zambia’s women’s national 
teams, including the under-17 
side that has qualified for back-
to-back FIFA World Cups, has 
further broadened his outlook. 

Exposure to global 
tournaments and professional 
systems has strengthened his 
desire to bring best practices 
back to the local game.

For Mwikisa, one principle 
stands above all – the player 
must always come first.

“The biggest stakeholder 
in football is the player. If 
player welfare is prioritised, 
performance will naturally 
improve,” he said.

He believes that too often, 
clubs focus on short-term 
results at the expense of 
players’ development and well-
being.

“Investing in players means 
more than just training on 
the field. It includes proper 
nutrition, mental health 
support and guidance on career 
progression. When these 
elements are in place, players 
not only perform better but also 
stay motivated and committed 
to the game.”

Mwikisa also emphasises the 
role of analysis in shaping a 
player-centred approach. 

By studying performance data 
and match footage, coaches can 
tailor training to suit individual 
strengths and weaknesses.

“Video analysis isn’t just 
about tactics, it’s a tool to 
help each player reach their 
full potential, ensuring that 
decisions on the pitch benefit 
them as much as the team,” 
Mwikisa said.

A holder of a Bachelor 
of Science in Business 
Administration in Sports 
Management from the Swiss 
School of Business and 
Management (SSBM) in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Mwikisa 
said education is the best 
equaliser.

“Without it, life after football 
becomes very difficult,” he said.

As he looks ahead, Mwikisa 
hopes to play an influential 
role in football administration, 
where his ideas can drive 
meaningful change.

His journey proves that the 
future of football is not only 
shaped on the pitch but also in 
boardrooms where the game’s 
direction is decided.

Ex-striker eager 
to make impact in 
video analyst role

MULWANDA LUPIYA
Lusaka

DIGGERS 13 LEOPARDS 21
MUFULIRA Leopards on 
Saturday took a giant step 
towards winning the inaugural 
International Resources Holding 
(IRH) Mopani Rugby Challenge 
Cup after beating ‘Men at Work’ 
Diggers in the first leg in Kitwe.

The return leg is at Leopards 
Cage in Mufulira this Saturday.

Leopards coach Bressford 
Chipanta saluted his charges for 
the victory.

“The players performed well 
despite the first half [being] 
tough for us, but second half we 
came out strong after making 
some changes. We did not use 
the forwards that play regularly.

“This weekend we are playing 
the final at the Cage and we are 
looking for a win and we will 
have home ground advantage,” 
Chipanta said in an interview.

Leopards posted three tries 
courtesy of Fred Mtonga, 
Dimus Kabengele and captain 
Albert Chanda, all which were 

converted by Perry Mwape.
Diggers coach Mathew 

Kabeya attributed the defeat to 
mistakes.

“We played well and we 
thought we were going to carry 
the day, but towards the end we 
made mistakes and we got tired. 
We were playing the champions 
and they capitalised on our 
mistakes. It is a narrow margin 
they are carrying and we have 
to give them a good game on 
Saturday,” Kabeya said.

Diggers scored a try through 
Alex Chileshe while Fine 
Chinkumbe added a conversion 
and penalty.

Meanwhile, in the KnockOut 
Cup Week Four matches, Red 
Arrows butchered Chibolya 
Academy 35-0, Green Eagles 
trounced Nkwazi 24-15, 
Green Buffaloes clobbered 
‘Powerhouse’ Lusaka 23-13 
and Roan overcame Ndola 
Wanderers 25-20.

Leaders Arrows have 18 
points, three clear of second-
placed Green Buffaloes, while 
Green Eagles are third with 14.

Advantage 
Leopards in Mopani 
Rugby Challenge

MWIKISA
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Sport

Man City thrash Chelsea 
MONACO - Jannik Sinner 
yesterday returned to top 
spot in the world for the first 
time since early November 
after a 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 Monte 
Carlo Masters final victory 
over defending champion 
and world number one Carlos 
Alcaraz.

The Monaco decider was 
the first meeting of the top 
two in the world since Sinner 
won in straight sets in the final 
of the ATP Championship last 
November.

In a tense and tight match 
with plenty of big shots, both 
players struggled with the 
windy conditions, which added 

an element of unpredictability 
to proceedings and led to 83 
unforced errors between the 
pair.

The win gives the 24-year-old 
Italian his third Masters 1000 
title of the year, having already 
triumphed at Indian Wells 
and Miami, and extends his 
winning run in Masters series 
events to 22 matches.

Having this trophy and 
getting back to number one 
means a lot to me. Today was a 
very high level from both of us. 
It was a bit breezy and different 
conditions to what we had 
played in this week,” he said
.                                              BBC

Briefs
Sinner wins Monte Carlo Masters

Copper Queens clobbered

LONDON - Manchester City 
yesterday took full advantage 
of leaders Arsenal’s slip-up 
with a statement 3-0 victory 
at Chelsea to ignite an 
enthralling Premier League 
title race.

Second-placed City scored 
three times in the second 
half at Stamford Bridge to cut 
Arsenal’s lead to six points – 
with a game in hand – after 
the Gunners’ shock 2-1 home 
defeat by Bournemouth on 
Saturday.

Pep Guardiola’s City had 
been sloppy during the 
first half, with the brilliant 
Rayan Cherki striking a 
first-time effort from the 

edge of the box straight at 
Robert Sanchez and Antoine 
Semenyo’s shot from a similar 
position deflecting wide.

But the visitors started 
the second period with 
more purpose and broke 
the deadlock in the 50th 
minute when Cherki stood 
up a teasing cross which Nico 
O’Reilly powerfully headed in.

Frenchman Cherki was the 
provider again just six minutes 
later, feeding a pass through 
to former Chelsea player 
Marc Guehi, who caressed a 
low finish into the far corner 
to spark wild celebrations in 
front of the away end.

	                            BBC

Assistant coach attributes defeat to Canada to late arrival of key players

Ex-striker 
eager to 

make impact 
in video 

analyst role/
p23Ngumoha’s ‘special’ impact no 

surprise to slot/p22

ROBINSON KUNDA 
Lusaka 

ZAMBIA 0 CANADA 4

ZAMBIA on 
Saturday night 
suffered a heavy 
defeat to Canada in 
the opening match 
of the FIFA Series 

Tournament while hosts Brazil 
clobbered South Korea 5-1 for 
the former to be tailenders.
   Assistant coach Charles 
Haalubono attributed the defeat 
to late arrivals of some key 
players.
   “First of all, we conceded the 
first two goals in the first half 
towards the end. That was a 
sign of fatigue coming in. We 
had players coming in, some 
this morning (Saturday), others 
came in yesterday (Friday). So 
they haven’t rested so much. We 
are happy with the resilience,” 
Haalubono said at a post-match 
briefing.

“Competitiveness they have 
shown. Against Brazil, we expect 
another tough match just like the 
way it was with Canada. We will 
try by all means to prepare well 

tactically, which we managed to 
do with Canada. I know it was 
fatigue which came in towards 
the end of the first half and the 
final whistle.”

He expects his charges to play 
better against Brazil.

“With Brazil, we will train 
together as a team and now we 
have all the players in, except 
for Irene Lungu, whom we are 
expecting tomorrow (yesterday). 
I think we are going to have a 
full house, which will give us an 
upper hand. I know Brazil is a 
very strong team but we are here 
to compete,” Haalubono said.

He said they have shifted focus 
to the two remaining games.

“The most difficult part, like I 
said, most of our players haven’t 
rested much. So we suffered in 
terms of recovery. Also, after 
they realised to say we cannot 
push much, they (Canada) 
pushed their full-backs so high,” 
Haalubono said.

“So they started having 
superiority on the wings, which 
was quite difficult for us to close 
those long balls and switch play. I 
think for Barbara (Banda), Grace 
(Chanda) and Prisca (Chilufya), 

HAALUBONO BANDA

they just came in the morning. 
So it was so difficult for them to 
play.”

Canada coach Cassey Sttoney 
said the Copper Queens played 
according to how they expected 
them to play.

Habuboono started mostly 
with local players and brought in 
captain Barbara Banda and others 
in the second half.

Canada, who are ranked ninth 
in the world, lived up to their 
tag at Arena Pantanal in Cuiaba, 

FOOTBALL Association of Zambia (FAZ) president Keith Mweemba (left) with 
Minister of Information and Media Cornelius Mweetwa during the FAZ Southern 
Province annual general meeting in Choma yesterday.                    PICTURE: FAZ MEDIA

‘Football requires strategic planning, investment’
ELIZABETH CHATUVELA 
Lusaka

GOVERNMENT is committed 
to supporting football 
development with emphasis 
on infrastructure investment, 
unity and enhanced stakeholder 
participation.

Minister of Information and 
Media Cornelius Mweetwa 
said football has evolved into a 
business that requires strategic 
planning and investment to 
thrive.

Speaking yesterday during the 
Football Association of Zambia 
(FAZ) Southern Province 
annual general meeting in 
Choma, Mweetwa commended 
the Keith Mweemba-led 
executive for fostering unity, 
saying it aligns with President 
Hakainde Hichilema’s vision of 
collaborative development.

“We congratulate you on the 
unity of purpose. This is in line 
with what President Hichilema 
desires that things should 
be done in an inclusive and 
coordinated manner,” Mweetwa 
said.

He said Government is aware 
that the development of football 
and other sports hinges on 
infrastructure investment.

“Young players need proper 
infrastructure to learn and grow. 
Without it, it is impossible to 
produce quality sportsmen and 
women,” Mweetwa said.

He also urged FAZ structures, 
especially at provincial level, 
to engage local authorities 
and take advantage of the 
Constituency Development 
Fund (CDF).

“I want to encourage FAZ 
Southern Province and other 
provinces to work with councils 
and consider allocating CDF 

towards sinking boreholes 
at sports fields, especially in 
schools to make them user-
friendly,” Mweetwa said.

He said sport holds a special 
place in his life, recalling his 
time as a sports secretary at the 
University of Zambia (UNZA).

Mweetwa said as the 
economy rebounds, 
Government will intensify 
efforts to invest in sports 
infrastructure.

He also praised Southern 
Province for its consistent 
success at youth level, citing 

achievements in grassroots 
competitions.

Mweetwa, however, 
challenged football 
administrators to address why 
the province’s talented youths 
are not transitioning to the 
senior national team.

“Southern Province has 
excelled at youth level for 
many years, but we must ask, 
why are these players not being 
maintained and progressing into 
the national team? This question 
must be answered,” he said.

Mweetwa said Government 

is ready to support football, 
emphasising its role in keeping 
young people away from vices 
that could spoil their future 
and creating employment 
opportunities.

He cited Zambia’s recent 
international engagements, 
including facing world 
champions Argentina in a 
friendly in Buenos Aires, which 
ended 5-0 in favour of the hosts.

“That match was not just 
about winning but exposure. It 
reminded the world that Zambia 
exists, a country with attractions 

like Victoria Falls. For me, the 
confidence displayed by our 
team was a victory,” Mweetwa 
said.

And FAZ president Keith 
Mweemba called for an end to 
“camps” and divisions.

Mweemba said football can 
only grow where there is peace 
and genuine love, rather than 
hatred or “us versus them” 
attitudes. 

He encouraged members to 
come forward and speak openly 
instead of creating division.

“Football thrives where there 
is harmony, peace and love. 
It cannot grow where there is 
acrimony, hatred and division. 
We said there should be no 
camps as they serve no purpose,” 
Mweemba said.

“Let us reject the notion of ‘us 
versus them’ and instead embrace 
inclusivity and mutual respect.”

He also challenged the FAZ 
Southern Province leadership 
to work hard and increase the 
number of men’s teams in the 
Super League.

Currently, Green Eagles and 
Maestro United Zambia are 
campaigning in the topflight.

Mweemba also told the 
gathering that FAZ has a K7 
million debt owed to referees in 
the lower divisions.

He said he does not want to 
engage in “blame games”.

FAZ Southern Province 
chairperson Nicholas Moomba 
said their mission is talent 
identification and nurturing 
young players through various 
age categories, ranging from 
under-7 to under-19.

Moomba said lower divisions 
should be dedicated solely to 
player development. 

He cautioned against age-
cheating to win matches.

Rangers can’t stop losing, 
Arrows, ‘Mighty’ win
NDINAWE SIMPELWE
Ndola

RANGERS 1 KANSANSHI 2
NCHANGA Rangers’ slump 
continued yesterday after losing 
to Kansanshi Dynamos in a Super 
League Week 28 match with 
assistant coach Israel Mwanza 
wondering why they dropped 
points after displaying good 
football. 

“It is very difficult to explain. 
We played very good football 
but luck was not on our side. We 
are remaining with six games, so 
we have to fight in the remaining 
games,” Mwanza said in a post-
match interview.

Since beating Napsa Stars 1-0 
in Lusaka on March 12, Rangers, 
coached by George Lwandamina, 
lost 1-0 to Zesco United and 2-1 
apiece to Green Buffaloes and 
Maestro United Zambia (MUZA). 

The win excited Kansanshi 
assistant coach Dennis Makinka.

“We know where we are. We 
need to pick points when we can. 
This victory is a morale booster 
for us. Rangers gave us a tough 
game. Difficult team to play at 
their home ground,” Makinka said.

Beby Musangala silenced the 
home fans on 25 minutes.

The visitors doubled the 
lead through Kalonji Mwepu in 
the 62nd minute, finishing off 
Francisco Madinga’s pass at 
Nchanga Stadium in Chingola.

Rangers pulled one back in 
additional time through Davie 
Zulu but it was too little too late.

Kansanshi moved to 12th 
position with 32 points, 11 behind 
fifth-placed Rangers.

ARROWS 3 WARRIORS 1
Ten-man Red Arrows showed 

character to beat Kabwe Warriors 
and reduce Power Dynamos’ 
lead to four points, MULWANDA 
LUPIYA reports.

Power, who have two games 
in hand, have 58 points, while 
second-placed Arrows have 54.

Warriors dropped to fourth 
position with 43 points.

“We are happy with the win. We 
missed a lot of chances in the first 
half and when we went into the 
break, we reminded the boys how 
important this game was and we 
carried the day. It is not the first 
time that we have managed to win 
with 10 men as we did it against 
Nchanga Rangers here,” Arrows 
coach Chisi Mbewe said.

Arrows were the better side in 
the first half but were not accurate 
on goal at Nkoloma Stadium in 
Lusaka.

Striker Angel Lubamba put 
Arrows ahead on 53 minutes.

Lubamba beat a cluster of 
defenders in the box before 
planting the ball into the net 
beyond the reach of goalkeeper 
Mangani Banda.

Against the run of play, 
Warriors midfielder Francis Banda 
restored parity with a glancing 
header off a Charles Sichilima 
throw on 57 minutes.

Francis rose the highest to beat 
goalkeeper Charles Kalumba.

Arrows suffered a setback after 
FIFA referee Hillary Hambaba 
sent defender Michee Malonga 
for an early shower for a high 
kick on Warriors captain Killian 
Kanguluma in the 77th minute.

Despite playing with a 
numerical advantage, Warriors 
failed to make it count.

Speedy winger Ackim Mumba 
re-established Arrows’ lead on 89 
minutes beating Mangani from a 
direct corner.

Striker Albert Kangwanda 
sealed victory in added time from 
the spot after Sichilima handled 
the ball.

Kangwanda sent Mangani the 
wrong direction.

“It is a painful loss, losing to 10 
men. If you look at the time which 
was remaining, it was 15 minutes 
and that is a lot of time in football. 
We should at least have contained 
them and a draw could have been 
fine but it is what it is and we 
look forward to Wednesday’s 
game against Power Dynamos,” 
Warriors coach George Chilufya 
said.

WANDERERS 2 ZANACO 0
Mufulira Wanderers moved to 

third place after beating Zanaco 
and the visitors’ coach Mumamba 
Numba regretted the defeat.

“A very disappointing loss we 
have suffered this afternoon. We 
conceded two goals in moments 
where we were not supposed to 
concede. That gave Wanderers 
courage to play and looked 
more dominant. We conceded 
early in the second half allowing 
Wanderers to contain us and keep 
a clean sheet,” Numba said.

Wanderers have 45 points, three 
better than sixth-placed Zanaco.

“This is a big morale booster. 
We are now third and we keep 
believing that we can even finish 
in a better position. At least we 
managed to play our game, it 
gives us confidence going into the 
next matches,” Wanderers coach 
Lameck Banda said.

Wanderers were in front in 
the 10th minute from the spot 
after Dominic Kanda fouled John 
Foloko and Maybin Mpoyi scored 
at Shinde Stadium in Mufulira.

The hosts extended the lead 
two minutes into the second half 
through Joseph Tumbwe’s strike.

EAGLES 1 BLADES 1
Green Eagles failed to 

defend their lead allowing 
Konkola Blades to score late at 
Independence Stadium in Choma, 
ELIZABETH CHATUVELA 
reports.

Eagles took the lead in the 25th 
minute through Henry Besa but 
Blades midfielder Boyd Musonda 
equalised in added time.

Eighth-placed Eagles have 38 
points, one better than Blades in 
ninth position.

“Good fight from the players. 
We were down but managed to 
score. We could have had two 
goals but our goal was disallowed 
for offside,” Blades assistant 
coach Wellington Mujembe said.

ZESCO 0 MUZA 0
Zesco were held by MUZA 

to halt their two games winning 
streak.

“I’m disappointed with 
the result because the players 
performed well. It was a difficult 
game as expected but we carry 
the possibilities with us,” Zesco 
interim coach Winston Kalengo 
said.

Prior to yesterday’s match, 
Zesco beat Rangers and Green 
Buffaloes 1-0 apiece.

“A point away from home 
against a difficult side is not bad. 
We did our best but we could not 
bury our chances but a point is 
ok,” MUZA coach Nowell Phiri 
said.

Zesco thought they had taken 
the lead in the 17th minute after 
midfielder Abraham Siankombo 
scored but was flagged offside at 
Trade Fair Ground in Ndola.

Zesco are in 11th place with 32 
points while MUZA are in seventh 
position with 41.

Brazil.
The Copper Queens came 

under pressure but managed to 
hold Canada until the 41st minute 
when Nichelle Prince broke the 
deadlock.

Prince doubled the advantage 
in added time of the first half.

On 62 minutes, Haalubono 
introduced Martha Tembo for 
Gondwe and Lushomo Mweemba 
replaced Margaret Belemu in a 
bid to tighten the defence.

He unleashed Banda, Grace 
Chanda, Prisca Chilufya and 
Rhodah Chileshe for Natasha 
Nanyangwe, Agness Phiri, 
Susan Banda and Ngosa Chabwe 
respectively in the 67th minute.

Haalubono threw in Mary 
Mambwe for Mercy Chipasula on 
75 minutes.

The changes brought stability 
but goals eluded Zambia.

Zambia allowed Annabelle 
Chukwu to score in the 80th 
minute.

Eight minutes later, Chukwu 
sealed the victory.

Zambia’s next game will be 
tomorrow against Brazil and will 
conclude against South Korea on 
April 18.
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